
by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Members of the
Seven  Lakes
Landowners Asso-
ciation [SLLA], dur-
ing the Thursday,

January 14 Open Meeting
asked their Board of Directors
to consider a compromise,
rather than eliminating life-
guards entirely for the
upcoming swim season.

But Board members gave
little indication that they
would consider having life-
guards at the pool for part
of the day or season, while
using an electronic access
system to allow "swim at your
own risk" at other times.

On the other hand, when
it came time to vote, the
Board did not vote to elimi-
nate lifeguards, as was
expected, but rather to
remove the rule that requires
lifeguards be present when-
ever the pool is in use.

The agenda item read
"Elimination of Lifeguards
for 2016 Swimming Pool Sea-
son." And, during their Thurs-
day, December 10 Work Ses-
sion that was exactly the
action the Seven Lakes

Landowners Board of Direc-
tors referred to the Thursday,
January 14 Open Meeting.

But, after considerable
input from members attend-
ing that Open Meeting, the
motion offered by President
Chuck Leach was not to elim-
inate lifeguards, but rather
to eliminate a sentence in
the rules and regulations
(9.1.1) that required the pres-
ence of a lifeguard for any
use of the pool.

Leach did not explain why
he changed the motion, which
was eventually approved in
a 5-0 vote, with Director Greg
Lishawa abstaining for per-
sonal reasons.

After the meeting, Leach
told The Times that the Board
will lay out its plan for man-
aging the pool without life-
guards — something it has
not done to date — likely in
February. 

Security cameras
instead of lifeguards

The basic outlines of that
plan were clear from a Pow-
erpoint presentation that
Leach shared during the
Open Meeting: the elimination

Members ask for
compromise on
SLLA lifeguards
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In a cost cut-
ting move, the
Moore County
Board of Edu-

cation, during their  Monday,
January 11 regular meeting,
agreed to eliminate year-
round school and reorganize
the central office staff. Overall
savings of roughly $700,000
are expected.

For the past several years,
the Board has relied on a
large fund balance to soften
the blow of state funding
cuts. Moore County Schools
stashed away additional fed-
eral funding provided in the

years immediately following
the 2008-2009 recession,
lifting its rainy day fund to
more than $12 million in
FY2012.

But the fund has been
tapped for roughly $2 million
each year since and is now
approaching the minimum
level necessary to manage
day-to-day cash flow. So, the
District can no longer rely
on fund balance to supple-
ment other funding sources.
Instead, the administration
and School Board will need
to find $2 million to $3 mil-
lion in operational savings
over the next two years.

Year-Round Eliminated
MCS expects  to  save

$400,000 per year by elimi-
nating the year-round option
that has been offered at four
elementary schools: Pine-
hurst, West Pine, and South-
ern Pines Primary and Ele-
mentary. Those schools have
offered families the option
of choosing either the year-
round calendar or the tra-
ditional calendar, with the
traditional extended Summer
vacation.

A survey of families served
by those schools — as well
as by Aberdeen Elementary
and Primary, which send a

School Board moves to 
cut costs, top level staff

(See “SLLA,” p. 19)

(See “Schools,” p. 28)

VVA 966 Celebrates 10 Years

Vietnam Veterans of American State President Rossie Nance cuts the tenth anniversary
cake with current Chapter 966 President Jack Bergquist and Chapter 966 founding
President and former State President Joe Kristek [See story on page 11.]



Do you want your child to
learn the skills and funda-
mentals to be Bilingual?  

The Spanish Language
Immersion Program at West
End Elementary School is
open for new student enroll-
ment now. (Children must
turn 5 before August 31st
to enroll in Kindergarten for
the 2016-2017 school year.) 

Give your child a global
competitive edge through the
benefits of an immersion pro-

gram that includes: Bilingual
and bi-literate, increased cul-
tural sensitivity, enhanced
cognitive skills, improved
self-esteem, proven perform-
ance on standardized tests,
preparation for a global soci-
ety and marketplace.

Parents in the West End
attendance area will have
first priority in the program
as long as students are
enrolled by April 29th. All
other Moore County School
families that are interested
in the program wi l l  be
enrolled on a first come first

serve basis. Applications are
being accepted now.  

Parent Information Night
will be held on Thursday,
February 18 at 4:30 pm in
the media center.

If any parent would like to
see what the program is
about please call to schedule
a Tour of the Spanish Immer-
sion classes at 910-673-6691.
Tours are available on :
Monday, February 1 – 8 am
Tuesday, February 2  – 8 am
Monday, February 8 – 8 am
Wednesday, February 10 –

8 am

WEE will offer Spanish
Immersion Tours for parents

Spring Mini-Mester
SHORTER SEMESTER CLASSES

WITH FULL CREDITS
Traditional and Online Classes

Begins February 16
Registration: February 15

8 am - 5 pm
New students need to apply (available online) and take a placement test 

in the Student Success Center prior to registering for classes. Current 
students can register in the Student Success Center now. 

minimester@sandhills.edu

You’ve worked hard to  
make your house a home.
Your insurance should work hard, too.

S1022 Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. Not 
all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.com for 
company licensure and territory information.

CW Matthews, CIC, LUTCF
Matthews Insurance & Financial Services 
10899 S US Highway 15 501 
Southern Pines, NC 28387
www.matthewsins.com

910-725-0381

910-673-1276
SEVEN LAKES

BUSINESS VILLAGE
MON-THUR 11:00-9:30
FRIDAY 11:00-10:00

SAT 11:30-9:30 • SUN 11:30-9:00

TWO DOLLAR TUESDAYS!
Domestic Bottled Beers – $200

(Tuesday Only)

10% DISCOUNT FOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES!

Margarita Mondays
MARGARITA $275

(MONDAY ONLY)

Everyday $275 Wine
WINE ONLY $275/GLASS

CONTRIBUTORS
AND ADVERTISERS

   
Articles or advertisements
submitted to The Times should
include the name and tele-
phone number of the author.
Articles may be e-mailed to
mail@sevenlakestimes.net,
dropped off at the Seven
Lakes Times offices at 1107
Seven Lakes Drive, mailed
to P.O. Box 468, West End,
NC 27376, or faxed to 888-
806-2572. 
   Our voice telephone num-
ber is 910-673-0111.

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE
Deadline          Issue
Fri, Jan 29        Fri, Feb 5
Fri, Feb 12       Fri, Feb 19
Fri, Feb 26       Fri, March 4
Fri, March 11    Fri, March 18
Thu, March 24 Fri, April 1
Fri, April 8        Fri, April 15
Fri, April 22      Fri, April 29
Fri, May 6         Fri, May 13
Fri, May 20       Fri, May 27
Fri, June 3        Fri, June 10
Fri, June 17      Fri, June 24
The, June 30   Fri, July 8
Fri, July 15       Fri, July 22
Fri, July 29       Fri, Aug 5
Fri, Aug 12       Fri, Aug 19
Fri, Aug 26       Fri, Sept 2
Fri, Sept 9        Fri, Sept 16
Fri, Sept 23      Fri, Sept 30
Fri, Oct 7          Fri, Oct 14
Fri, Oct 21        Fri, Oct 28
Fri, Nov 4         Fri, Nov 11
Thu, Nov 17     Fri, Nov 25
Fri, Dec 2         Fri, Dec 9
Fri, Dec 16       Fri, Dec 23
Thu, Dec 29     Fri, Jan 6

*Early publication or deadline
due to holiday.
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Invest In Moore Kids will
sponsor a Community Infor-
mation Forum on February
2 at 6:30 pm at Owens
Auditorium, Sandhills Com-
munity College. 

The event will include an
overview of the plans for
the Advance Career Center
for high school students
and elementary schools,
proposed 1/4 cent sales tax
increase, and question and

answer session. Voter infor-
mation and onsite registra-
tion will also be available.

Invest In Moore Kids is
a non-partisan group of
community leaders, educa-
tors, business owners, res-
idents and parents working
together to support the pro-
posed 1/4 cent sales tax
increase which will appear
on the March 15, 2016 bal-
lot.

Learn about the
1/4 cent sales tax

Advertise in The Times • 910-673-0111

On Tuesday, February 2,
the Sandhills Woman’s
Exchange will reopen at 10
am. In keeping with Ground
Hog Day, the cabin theme
and lunch specials will
reflect this yearly event. 

Ground Hog Day cookies
and ornaments will be avail-
able in the gift shop. 

On Thursday, February
11, at 10:30 am, a Lunch-
eon Lecture by Laurie Bog-
art Wiles will be featured
at the 1810 historical cabin.

Wiles will discuss vintage
costume jewelry designed
by 20th century luminaries

such as couture designers
Coco Chanel, Elsa Schia-
parelli, and Hattie Carnegie;
surreal artist Salvador Dali,
and Joseff of Hollywood,
who created most of the
jewelry worn in the greatest
movies of the twentieth cen-
tury. Tickets for the program
and lunch are $25. Seating
is limited, reserve at seat
by calling 910-295-4677.

Sandh i l l s  Woman ’ s
Exchange open Tuesdays
through Saturdays for the
Spring season from 10 am
to 3 pm. Lunch served from
11:30 am to 2 pm.

Woman’s Exchange opens



by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

The newest member of the
Foxfire Village police Depart-
ment, Officer Jim Childers,
was introduced to the mem-
bers of the Village Council
during their first meeting of
the new year, on Tuesday,
January 12.

Police Chief Chad Shue
said Childers brings the
department six years of law
enforcement experience, hav-
ing worked with police depart-
ments in both Taylortown
and Vass. He will serve Fox-
fire Village on a part-time
basis.

With the election of Mick
McCue as Mayor, his former
Public Safety responsibilities
will pass to Vic Koos, while
newly-elected Council Mem-
ber Don Boito will take on
Streets and Parks, once han-
dled by Koos.

Leslie Frusco will continue
to handle Finance, and Jon
Sedlak will continue to have
responsibility for the Water
Department.

Zoning Administrator
Village Clerk Lisa Kivett,

who also serves as the Vil-
lage's Zoning Administrator,
reported that eight homes
are currently under construc-
tion or beginning construc-
tion: seven in the Village
proper and one in the extra-
territorial jurisdiction. Con-
struction is expected to begin
soon on a duplex on Fox Tail
Lane.

Kivett said a permit for one
single family resident was
issued in December, as well
as certificates of occupancy
for two homes.

A burning permit was
issued for an eleven acre
parcel.

A permit for an accessory
building was denied because
construction had already
begun and the concrete slab
encroached on the required
setback. The owner is cor-
recting the error.

Finance
Councilwoman Frusco

reported that the village had
$1.74 million on hand as of
December 31 in its general

fund, with $447,000 of that
in restricted funds. The Water
Department had $697, 000,

of which $161,000 is restrict-
ed to use for new wells.

As of December 31, 91 per-
cent of taxes due had been
collected, Frusco reported,
but that percentage had
jumped to 97 percent by the
time of the Council meeting.
Deputy Finance Officer
Sharon Sanchez will be send-
ing out notices to those who
haven't yet paid.

Payments on the Village's
two bank loans were made
in July, the Woodland Circle
payment o f  just  under
$175,000 will be made in
April.

Frusco said there seems
to be a misconception afoot
among Villagers that the
Woodland Circle loan pay-

ments are interest-only pay-
ments. In fact, she explained,
of the $175,000 due this
year, $126,000 will be applied
agains the principal due. 

"We have been making
principal payments — sig-
nificant principal payments
— since 2012," she said. "We
are diligently paying off that
loan, in accordance with the
terms of that loan."

Public Safety
Councilman Koos said Pub-

lic Safety is "right on sched-
ule" with budget.

He praised Chief Shue's
efforts to control costs, for
example, by obtaining three
patrol rifles, two bulletproof

(See “Foxfire,” p. 27)
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Foxfire hires new part-time police officer

145 W. Plaza Dr., Seven Lakes

PackShipPartySupply@hotmail.com

910-400-5459
Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10:30-2:30

MOVING?
We have what you need!

•Small, medium, and Xtra
large moving boxes with 
handles.

•Large double-walled Dish
Pack Boxes

•Small, medium, large, extra
large picture frame boxes

•Corner protectors
•Dishware Packing Paper
•Kraftwrap paper
•3/16" & 1/2"  perforated 

bubblewrap
•Polyvinyl furniture bags
•Packing/shipping tape, tape

guns, tape with dispenser,
bulk tape packages

•Xtra large sharpie markers
•Custom labels
•Box cutters
•Quilted moving blankets
•And much more!!

(If we don't have something,
we can probably order it!)

New Foxfire Police Officer
Jim Childers

NOW OPEN!

Seven Lakes Auto Wholesale, LLC
Wholesale prices to the public!

More than ten years in the business
BUY WITH CONFIDENCE!

910-673-1200
Ken Culler - Owner
Your Seven Lakes Neighbor
350 MacDougall Drive
Seven Lakes Business Village
sevenlakesautowholesale@yahoo.com
www.sevenlakesautowholesalellc.com
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by Greg Hankins

Times Editor

Two rezoning
requests were
tabled by the
Moore County
Board of Com-
m i s s i o n e r s

during their Tuesday, Jan-
uary 19 regular meeting: one
that would be the first step
in placing a solar farm on
property along NC Highway
211 across from the West
Pine Schools, and another
that would have doubled the
allowable density on a prop-
erty near Whispering Pines
that is being evaluated as a
possible site for a new Area
1 Elementary School

Solar Farm on NC 211
No commissioner expressed

any particular reservations
about rezoning sixty-five acres
owned by McDonald Family
Farms from RA-40 to RA-
Rural Agricultural, but Randy
Saunders said he would like
more time to consider the
matter and moved to table
it. That motion was supported
unanimously.

The property in question
is part of an 89.44 acre parcel
that lies on the South Side
of NC Highway 211 across
from Archie  Road.  The
Aberdeen Carolina and West-
ern Railway lies between most
of the property and the high-
way, with access provided
by a single driveway cut and
easement across the tracks.

Brian Quinlan, of Pine Val-
ley Solar, LLC said that would
make residential development
of the property difficult if not
impossible. The overall tract
already contains a sand mine
that was the subject of a
conditional use rezoning in
2014. A seven acre strip that
lies between NC Highway 211
and the railroad tracks was
rezoned B-2 Highway Com-
mercial District, also in 2014.

Though the intent of the
rezoning is to use a portion
of the property for a solar
farm, the question before the
commissioners is whether
any use allowable under RA
zoning would be acceptable
on the acreage. The uses per-
mitted by right in the RA and

RA-40 districts are, in fact
identical. 

However, RA zoning does
provide for some conditional
uses — that is, uses that
require a further level of
approval by the Board of
Commissioners — that are
not allowed in RA-40, includ-
ing animal training facilities,
flea markets, a sawmill, a
veterinary clinic, salvage
yards, mining, cemeteries,
and solar farms, among oth-
ers.

Saunders motion was to
table the matter to the next
meeting of the Board of Com-
missioners, scheduled for
February 2.

Wildlife Club opposes 
Area 1 rezoning

The  second  rezon ing
request tabled during the
meeting ran into a wall of
opposition from the Moore
County Wildlife Conservation
Club [MCWCC] which owns

a large tract on Camp Easter
Road that includes rifle, shot-
gun, pistol, and archery
ranges.

The property to be rezoned
is 108 acres of undeveloped
land that stretches from
Camp Easter to Airport Road
between Whispering Pines
and Lakeview. The land
immediately around it is pri-
marily undeveloped farm-
land.

The request by Camp East-
er Management, LLC was to
rezone the property from the
current RA-40 to RA-20. The
same uses are permitted in
each district; the only differ-
ence is that RA-40 allows
only one home per acre, while
RA-20 allows two — double
the density.

An interesting wrinkle in
the situation is that Moore
County Schools is evaluating
a 25-acre site within the 108
acre parcel as a possible loca-
tion for a new 850-capacity

Area 1 elementary school, to
relieve overcrowding at Sand-
hills Farm Life and Vass-
Lakeview Elementary Schools.

Local attorney Marsh
Smith, MCWCC Board Mem-
ber David Prest, and club
member Mary Ann Fenway
asked the Commissioner to
deny the request.

The presence of more than
one thousand acres of farm
and forestland sandwiched
between the more developed
towns and villages made it
a "rural and agricultural her-
itage area," Smith said,
reminding the Board that
the County's first Land Use
Plan had as its number one
objective preserving the rural
and agricultural character
of the county.

Smith argued that bringing
sewer service to the area to
serve a denser residential
development would inevitably
invite more residential devel-
opment, forever changing the

character of the area.
Prest said the development

would pose a threat to the
club's existence by inviting
more development and more
residents, who would ulti-
mately complain about the
noise of gunfire coming from
the club.

All three club members
cautioned the Board that the
tract to be rezoned is in a
watershed that the state has
designated "HWQ" for high
quality water. Under state
rules, they said, that limits
development to one home
per acre. Koontz pointed out
tha t  adop t ing  c e r ta in
stormwater control practices
can allow twice that density
under state rules.

Prest argued that residen-
tial development in a rural
area inevitably costs the
county more in infrastructure
improvements than it gains
in taxes — an argument that

Commissioners table rezoning requests

Serving 7 Lakes & Foxfire since 2003

Mace Electric Co. LLC
PHONE:  673-0093
www.KRMace.com

Remember: It’s what’s behind
your walls that counts!

The people of West End
United Methodist Church
4015 NC Highway 73, West End, NC 27376
Sunday School 9:45 am Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am

(See “Commissioners,” p. 18)
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by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Moore Coun-
ty's Board of
Commissioner
appears com-
fortable with
their ability to

finance the construction of
four new public schools over
then next four years —
despite the fact that an analy-
sis from their financial con-
sultant shows a cash shortfall
at some point during the
course of the projects.

During their Thursday,
January 8 Winter Summit,
the Commissioners received
an updated financial analysis
from Davenport & Company
that presented options for
funding the $111.4 million
cost of constructing the new
Advanced Career Center High
School, a new elementary
school near Whispering Pines,
and new elementary schools
in Aberdeen and Southern
Pines.

The  county  has  f our
sources of funds to pay for
the projects:

•  Approximately $22 mil-
lion that the County has
saved over the past few years,
anticipating the need for new

schools and other capital
projects.

•  Cash freed up as pay-
ments on existing school
bond debt decreases, which
will generate an additional
$1.1 million to $1.3 million
per year beginning in 2018. 

•  Excess cash made avail-
able each year as County tax
revenues exceed expenses.
Davenport estimated this at
$3 million per year.

•  The proceeds from a pro-
posed .25 percent increase
in the local sales tax rate,
which voters will be asked
to approve during the March
15 primary election. The
Commissioner have passed
a resolution pledging to
devote all of those funds to
school construction.

Davenport ran those rev-
enue streams through a vari-
ety of scenarios, varying the
amount of existing capital
reserves the County would
spend up front and the timing
and term of loans that will
be necessary to cover the
total cost. The result was a
half-dozen scenarios, num-
bered 1A through 3B

County Manager Wayne
Vest told the Commissioners
that the staff had "honed in

on Scenario 2B as striking
a good balance."

That scenario has the
County spending its existing
capital reserve before bor-
rowing, and then seeking one
or more fifteen year loans as
cash is needed to pay for
construction. Assuming a
3.25 percent interest rate,
the County would end up
paying $22 million in interest
on the $85 million it would
need to borrow.

That scenario also shows
the County short about $8.7
million in cash to pay for
debt service.

But Vest noted a number
of ways that it may be pos-
sible to cut some construction
costs, and he pointed out

that the Davenport assump-
tions are in some cases con-
servative.

For example, the current
site that Moore County
Schools has targeted for a
new Area 1 elementary school
near Whisper ing Pines
requires a lengthy run to
connect to County water and
sewer service — with an esti-
mated price tag of $1.6 mil-
lion. Vest suggested that cost
might be pulled out and
financed through the public
utilities fund.

"And that would put water
and sewer into an area of
the county that currently
has no sewer and a very small
water line," Commissioner
Randy Saunders said.

Vest noted that Davenport
assumed that the County
will generate $3 million in
excess cash for capital proj-
ects each year, but, in fact,
the county has generated
significantly more than that
each year for the past several
years.

Davenport also assumed
a level-principal loan struc-
ture for the fifteen year loan,
based on known preferences
of the Local Government
Commission, the state body
that oversees local govern-
ment finances. That type of
loan requires larger payments
early in the amortization
cycle.

But Davenport's Ted Cole

Commissioners upbeat on school construction

Tickets Available From Any SL Kiwanis Member, West End Elementary Office,
Seven Lakes Prescription Shoppe, Sandhills Winery, Quality Care Pharmacy,

Lakeside Barber Shop or Call 910-673-1457

West End Elementary Cafeteria
February 6, 2016 - 7:00 am to 11:00 am

For The Benefit of the Library at West End Elementary School
and Other Kiwanis Projects Benefitting Moore County Children

SSeevveennLLaakkeessSSiinnggss..oorrgg

Singers
Wanted!

Hosted by Seven Lakes Chapel in the Pines

SSeevveenn LLaakkeess EEaasstteerr CCaannttaattaa
SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 2266,, 55::0000 ppmm
PPrraaccttiiccee oonn WWeeddnneessddaayyss,, 66--77ppmm

Sheet Music Provided • ALL Singers Welcome
Questions? — Call 910-673-2156

(See “Finance,” p. 13)



by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

A rezoning
request in sup-
port of a pro-
posed solar
farm of f  NC
Highway 211

near Pinewild received a
thumbs-down from the Moore
County Planning Board dur-
ing their Thursday, January
7 regular meeting.

The request will now move
to the Board of Commission-
ers for a public hearing and
final decision.

Pinesage Solar Farm, LLC
submitted the request, seek-
ing to rezone a 53 acre parcel
currently zoned RA-5 Resi-
dential & Agricultural and
B-2 Highway Commercial to
RA-Rural Agricultural.

The property lies a quarter
mile north of NC Highway
211 and was carved out of
two adjacent McDonald Fam-
ily Farms properties that total
more than 166 acres.

It is located roughly across

from Pinewild, with the First
Baptist Church of Pinehurst
nearby.

The property served as a
temporary construction site
and borrow pit during the
recent NC Department of
Transportation widening of
NC 211. Motorists who drove
along NC 211 during the con-
struction will recall seeing
heavy equipment operating
well off to the north.

Other nearby neighbors of
the parcel include a portion
of the proposed Pine Forest
golf resort and subdivision,
as well as the Sonlight Inde-
pendent Church, which fronts
on NC 211 to the north of
the project area.

Sonlight Pastor George
Ingram asked the Board to
deny the request, arguing
that solar farms are unsight-
ly.

"We are run over here in
Moore County will solar farms
and cellphone towers," he
said.

Pinesage's Brian Quinlan

said he had hosted a com-
munity meeting at First Bap-
tist Church and found the
forty area residents who
attended generally in support
of the solar farm.

Though Pinesage made
clear its intention to place a
solar farm on the property,
the proposed solar facility
was not at issue before the
Planning Board. The question
was whether the uses allowed
under RA Rural Agricultural
zoning were appropriate for
the property.

The uses permitted by right
RA are the same as those in
RA-40, however, RA zoning
provides for a variety of con-
ditional uses — requiring
specific approval from the
Commissioners — including
animal training facilities, flea
markets, a sawmill, a veteri-
nary clinic, salvage yards,
mining, cemeteries, and solar
farms, among others.

Quinlan said the property
is somewhat stranded, lying
well off NC 211 and split by

a major power distribution
line. As a result, he said, it
is ill-suited for residential or
retail development.

A major artery
As the Board began its

deliberations, Planning Direc-
tor Debra Ensminger noted
a number of times that NC
Highway 211 is a major
entryway into the County.

"That's a huge growth cor-
ridor," Planning Board Mem-
ber Joe Garrison said. "We
have to consider, if we allow
a rezoning, when you open
the door, sometimes things
come in that you don't like."

"When you look at the
Pinehurst area, in which
direction can they grow?"
Buck Mims added.

"When you think about
RA, RA is Rural Agricultural,"
Ensminger said. "Taylortown
is very close. On the other
side you've got the ETJ of
Pinehurst. That's a major
vein. It's not in the middle
the County."

"It was zoned the way it
is zoned now for good reason,
based on the fact that it is
a main artery," Garrison said.
"I kind of go by the philoso-
phy, if it ain't broke, don't
fix it."

"If you zone it RA, then
you cut out retail on one of
the most heavily traveled
roads in the County," Mims
said.

"It is a good ways off NC
211," Gene Horne replied.
"You can put a lot of retail
in the area on NC 211."

Ultimately, Mims made the
motion encouraging the
Board of Commissioners to
deny the rezoning request,
which was approved unani-
mously.

"My concern is that we have
a very robust area out there
in growth," Mims said. "I am
pro solar farms. I think they
are a good things and should
be allowed. But this close to
the robust area that we have
is the concern I have here. I
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590 Central Drive, Southern Pines, NC 28387  
910.246.1023 - sjp.org

A member of the St. Joseph of the Pines Aging Services Network  
continuing the legacy of the Sisters of Providence.

 

      

   

     

    

  

 

 

     

Work your body.
Work your mind.

Start here and exercise both. Whether you’re working out or 

hanging out with friends, wellness is part of your well-being. 

After all, at Pine Knoll, you have the freedom to do anything 

you want, anytime. Our accredited, full service retirement 

community takes care of everything. Be our guest and tour 

smartly designed one- and two-bedroom apartments, villas, 

and cottages. To see how your life can be more fulfilling, call 

910.246.1023, or email info@sjp.org. 

Welcome.

(See “Planning,” p. 13)

Board gives thumbs down to NC 211 rezoning
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by Janna Ptak
Times Reporter

Gary Brown began playing
the piano when he was just
four years old.  His inspiration
was his grandfather on his
mother’s side, Robert Mur-
phy.

On Saturday, January 30,
at 6:00pm the doors of the
Pinecrest Auditorium will
open for a solo concert —

Brown’s first and an oppor-
tunity to celebrate his grand-
father’s life.

As soon as Brown could
walk to the piano, he showed
interest and was taught by
his grandfather — who played
regularly at the Pinehurst
Resort. By the time he was
in second grade, Brown knew
he wanted to be a pianist.
As he grew, he expanded his

musical talents to include
drums and trumpet. 

At age fourteen, Brown
asked Murphy if he could
play alongside him at the
Resort, playing the drums
while Murphy tinkled the
ivories of the grand piano. 

Brown is now the primary
pianist at the Resort and has
been there for more than ten
years. He continues the work

of his grandfather, who
passed away several years
ago. 

Murphy was not only a jazz
pianist, but also a piano
tuner serving Moore County
and the surrounding area.
He played at the Pinehurst
Resort for over thirty years
before leaving his work to
Brown.

Murphy always called
Brown his “Little Prodigy.” 

When Murphy grew ill,
Brown began taking up Mur-
phy’s work, picking up where
he left off. He would visit
Murphy’s customers and tune
their pianos, then bring Mur-
phy the checks. It was a sign
that Murphy no longer need-
ed to worry about his cus-
tomers, because Brown would
continue to leave a legacy
and carry on his work.

Since then, Brown has been
walking in his grandfather’s
shoes. Out of Murphy’s twelve
grandchildren, Brown is the
only one playing at the Resort

and tuning pianos as the
older man did. He continues
to live out the legacy of his
grandfather and keep the
family business alive.

Brown's mother is also a
piano technician, and the
family has its own business:
Murphy’s Music Service.

Brown plays jazz standards
in an elegant and soothing
style that hearkens to Duke
Ellington, Cole Porter, and
Frank Sinatra.

This relaxing genre is per-
fect for the work Brown does:
playing at the Resort, cor-
porate events, private home
luncheons and dinners, and
playing for couples who want
to surprise one another with
a romantic lunch. 

Many homes have pianos,
but that doesn’t necessarily
mean the owner knows how
to play. Brown can not only
tune that piano, but also
provide a private concert for
a birthday, anniversary, or

Gary Brown honors grandfather’s legacy
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SHANNON STITES
Broker, SFR

(910) 992-6231
SHANNONSTITES@GMAIL.COM

SEARCH ALL MOORE COUNTY LISTINGS AT

WWW.THESTITESTEAM.COM

CHAD STITES
(910) 992-6230

CHADSTITESKW@GMAIL.COM

ONLY THE SUNSET COVERS SEVEN LAKES BETTER!

4 BED + BONUS, NEAR MARINA! 
$317,000

106 SIMMONS • 7LW

ALL BRICK, GOLF FRONT! 3 BED +
BONUS, SCREENED PORCH!  $315,000 

158 BANBRIDGE DR • 7LW

4 BEDROOMS, CLOSE TO MARINA

$239,900

105 SMATHERS DR • 7LW

7000+ SQ FT WATERFRONT BEAUTY!
$1,265,000

136 SWARINGEN • 7LW

CURB APPEAL, GREAT LOCATION!
$242,800

137 OTTER DRIVE • 7LW

SPLIT BEDROOMS, OPEN LAYOUT,
SCREENED PORCH!   $205,000

167 LONGLEAF DRIVE • 7LW

LAKE AUMAN WATERFRONT! 4/3, SPA
CIOUS & FULLY RENOVATED!  $539,000

103 VANORE ROAD • 7LW

ICONIC HOME IN 7 LAKES WEST! 
A TRUE MUST SEE!  $550,000

520 LONGLEAF DR • 7LW

3 BED + BONUS. BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED &
PRIME WATER FRONTAGE!  $849,000

131 OWENS CIRCLE, 7LW

LAKE AUMAN!

4 BED + BONUS, CAROLINA ROOM, 
OFFICE!  $299,900

439 LONGLEAF DRIVE • 7LW

4 BED, FENCED, PRIVATE YARD!
$270,000

107 WOODCOCK DR. • 7LW

GOLF FRONT, LIKE NEW, 3 BED + DEN!
$250,000

104 GREENOCK COURT • 7LS

PRIME LAKE AUMAN LOT! 
BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED!  $850,000

106 COOK POINT • 7LW

5 BEDROOMS, ALL BRICK

$419,000

103 LEEWOOD • 7LW

3 BEDROOM/2 BATH TOWNHOME

$140,000

111 SANDHAM CT • 7LS

3 BEDROOM/2 BATH

WATERVIEW COTTAGE $120,000

145 OVERLOOK DR. • 7LN

3 BEDROOMS PLUS DEN

ON LAKE LONGLEAF $295,000

108 ROLLING HILL • 7LN

3/2 W/CAROLINA ROOM!
$215,000

122 MORRIS DRIVE • 7LW

SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT!UNDER CONTRACT!

SOLD!SOLD!

3 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS

$155,000

113 SANDSPUR • 7LN

$140,000

109 DOGWOOD • 7LN

3/2 GOLF FRONT WITH CAROLINA RM

$237,500

114 WINSFORD CIRCLE • 7LS

WATERFRONT LOT ON LAKE AUMAN!
$355,000

155 MORRIS DRIVE • 7LW

LAKE AUMAN WATERFRONT! SPACIOUS

W/SPECTACULAR VIEWS! $499,000

150 SIMMONS DRIVE • 7LW

PRIME LAKE AUMAN LOT! DESIRABLE

NORTHERN EXPOSURE!  $325,000

111 JOSEPH’S POINT • 7LW

BEAUTIFUL WATER VIEWS!
$300,000

116 ANDREWS DRIVE • 7LW

NEW LISTING!

UNDER CONTRACT!

NEW LISTING!

The Farley Foundation will
be hosting their ‘Diamonds
in the Ruff’  fundraiser on
Saturday, February 13, at
6 pm at Forest Creek Club-
house. 

Ticket are $125 per person
that include dinner, open
bar, live music and a silent
auction. 

All net proceeds will benefit
The Farley Foundation with

i ts  miss ion  o f  e l imin-
ating euthanasia of adoptable
animals in Moore County.

Anyone interested in
attending or donating an
item to the silent auction

can contact John Ficarro
for more information at
910.315.3052 or  jrficarro
@aol.com

Diamonds in
the Ruff
Fundraiser



George F. Stahl, Jr., 86,
of Seven Lakes, died at
FirstHealth Moore Regional
Hospital, Friday, January
15, after a brief illness, sur-
rounded by family.

Mr. Stahl was a man of
many talents and interests.
He enjoyed golf, fishing,
bocce, cooking, camping,
entertaining, playing games,
and spending time with his
family and friends. From win-
ning the “Family Swim Tro-
phy” many times in Mountain
Lakes, NJ, to decorating his
boat for the Annual Fourth
of July Boat Parade on Lake
Sequoia.

He will be remembered for
his kindness, humor, and
generosity – and also for his
homemade pickles, scones,
rye bread, turkey soup, pate
and the blueberry pancakes
he made during memorable
camping trips.

He was so proud of his four
children and rarely missed
any of their games while they
were growing up. He enjoyed
his grandchildren and had
great hope for the future of
their children. He lived a full
life and was loved and will
be missed by all who knew
him.

George was a loving and
devoted husband, father,

grandfather, great-grandfa-
ther, uncle, and friend. He
shared more than sixty years
of his journey with his wife
and best friend, Ruth Lees
Stahl.

No formal service is planned
at this time.

Vincent “Vinnie” Peter
Ulrich, 72, of Seven Lakes,
died Sunday, January 10,
after a battle with cancer.

Mr. Ulrich was born in
Poughkeepsie, NY. It was in
this city near the Hudson
River that he developed his
love for being near the water
and an appreciation for great
food, namely bagels and pas-
tries. In NYC, he built many
lasting friendships and met
the love of his life, Susan
Page. He and Susan were
married in October of 1968.

Mr. Ulrich served in the
U.S. Navy before pursuing a
career in change management
at IBM; a job that would
eventual ly  lead him to
Raleigh, NC. He later lived
in Swansboro and most
recently called Seven Lakes
home.

In Raleigh, he served his
community and church in
many ways; soccer coach,
Sunday school teacher, and
church mentor. He gave freely

and with an open heart in
any job required no matter
how large or small. 

Mr. Ulrich had a passion
for life. His world travels and
experiences provided him
with many stories to share,

and he was never happier
than when he had a captive
audience.

He is survived by his loving
wife Susan; two children, his
brother, two sisters, six
grandchildren, a large extend-

ed family and many close
friends.

A memorial service will be
held at 3 pm, Saturday,  Jan-
uary 23 at the Sanford
Chapel.
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In memory of . . .

  
 

  
 

 

        

   
 

 
  
  

   
 

OUR PROVIDERS: 
Todd Williams, MD FAAD        
  Gay Markham, ANP

Most Insurances Accepted

145 W. Plaza Dr., Suite K.
Seven Lakes  •  910-673-8410
asheborodermatology.com

HOURS: Mon, Wed, & Fri • 7:30am - 3:00pm

Our Providers:
Todd Williams, MD FAAD

Gay Markham, ANP
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SEVEN
LAKES

The Temple Theatre will
present Doubt: A Parable,
sponsored by Lee West. The
show runs from January
22 to January 31.  There
will be an Opening Night
celebration on the Friday,
January 22 featuring hors
d'oeuvres from The Steele
Pig.  

Doubt was written by
American playwright, John
Patrick Shanley.  He says,
"I've set my story in 1964,
when not just me, but the
whole world seemed to be
going through some kind
of vast puberty. The old
ways were still dominant
in behavior, dress, morality,
and world view, but what
had been organic expression
had become a dead mask.”

Temple Theatre's Artistic
Director, Peggy Taphorn,
leads a cast featuring the
esteemed Lynda Clark as
Sister Aloysius alongside
Temple newcomers, Gus
Allen, Alason Little, and
Theresa McGuirk.  

During its two week run,
the show times for Doubt:
A Parable are Thursdays at
2 pm, Fridays at 2 pm & 8
pm, Saturdays at 8 pm,
and Sundays at 2 pm. Sin-
gle show tickets are $25.
Group rates are available,
and there are discounts for
military personnel and Lee
County school employees.
For tickets or information,
call the Box Office at 919-
774-4155 or visit tem-
pleshows.com

Temple stages Doubt
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by Ann Chase
West End Presbyterian Church

On Monday, January 11
the congregation of the West
End Presbyterian Church
welcomed Rev. Jane Love to
serve as their Interim Pastor. 

Since the retirement of Rev.
Larry Lyon last June, the
Interim Search Committee
has worked tirelessly to find
an interim pastor to assist
the church through their
period of transition.

Rev. Love feels passionately
called to working in interim
ministry as she enjoys work-
ing with churches as they
journey to the next phase of
their ministry. She identifies
some of her gifts as a person
who has skills as a commu-
nicator, a strategist and a
visionary as well as a bridge
builder. Rev. Love most
recently served as an Interim
Pastor in the Greenville area
and prior to that in churches
in Roanoke Rapids, Willow
Springs, Raleigh and Eden-
ton.

Rev. Love's academic back-
ground is varied and exten-
sive with interests in both
English Literature and The-
ology. In her work in English
and Literature, she earned
a Bachelor of Arts in English
and Drama from Pfeiffer Uni-
versity, a Masters of Arts in
English from NC State Uni-
versity and studied in the
Doctoral Program in Litera-
ture at Louisiana State Uni-
versity. She felt a call to min-
istry after graduating from
Pfeiffer University and began
studying Theology earning a
Masters of Theological Studies
at Gordon-Conwell Theolog-
ical Seminary. Following com-
pletion of the Masters of Arts
degree she went on to earn
a Masters of Divinity at
Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical University.

Rev. Love is meeting with
ministry team leaders to learn
about the programs of the
church. 

A part of the process of
searching for the next called
pastor is the writing of a mis-
sion study. A team was
appointed by the Session in
November 2015 and has had
some preliminary meetings.
This study will also involve

the congregation through
surveys, interviews and group
discussions. 

Rev. Love will work closely
with the Mission Study Team
as they identify needs and

resources of the congregation
and beyond and define the
qualities and skills of the

next called pastor. This Mis-
sion Study Report will then

West End Pres hires Interim Pastor Love

150 TRADE ST, 7 LAKES
Commercial Rental w/ 2 units
$650 each per month

109 W DEVONSHIRE AVE
Golf Front 3BR/2BA

$225,000

119 FAWNWOOD DR
Gorgeous 3 BR / 2BA

$249,000

112 GLEN COVE LANE
Beautiful 4BR/3BA

$379,000

125 HASTINGS RD
Beautiful Golf Front

$238,900

184 JAMES DR
3 BR / 2 BA Double Lot

$279,900

153 SWARINGEN DRIVE
Lake Auman Water View

$225,000

137 S TRADE STREET
Great Investment Opportunity

$84,000

315 GRANT ST
Commercial • Tax value $489,400

$229,000

467 LONGLEAF DRIVE
Lake Auman Waterfront

$450,000

John A. Whelan
Broker/Owner

Cell: 910-783-8024
John@WhelanRealty.com

AVAILABLE 24/7
Free Copies ~ Free Faxing ~ Free Calendars

Free Real Estate Advice
910-673-1818 • 800-267-1810 

1008 Seven Lakes Drive Suite 1
Visit our Website:

www.WhelanRealty.com for all Moore County Listings

FOR R
ENT!

Whelan Realty Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday Appointment Only

Sunday 11am - 2pm

UNDE
R CO

NTR
ACT

NEW
LISTI

NG!

JANUARY
ACTION
244 Longleaf -
Under Contract
467 Longleaf -
Under Contract
103 Somerset Ln
- Under Contract

Whelan Realty, L.L.C
South Park Offices, Suite 1, 1008 Seven Lakes Drive 

6523 Seven Lakes Village • Seven Lakes, NC 27376

Office: 910-673-1818 • 800-267-1810 
Home: 910-673-8024 • Cell: 910-783-8024 • Fax: 673-1555 

E-mail: john@whelanrealty.com Alexandra & Veronica
Whelan

RED
UCE

D!

Ask John about the
Whelan Realty Listing Special!

(See “Love,” p. 27)
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by Janna Ptak
Times Reporter

Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica [VVA] Chapter 966 cele-
brated its tenth anniversary
on Monday January 11. 

VVA is composed of veter-
ans of the Vietnam War.
Together, they hold fundrais-
ers to assist veterans, active
duty military, and their fam-
ilies. They also lobby Con-
gress in an effort to bring
medical attention to Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder

[PTSD] and a chemical called
“Agent Orange” which was
used during the war, causing
side effects not only in vet-
erans, but also their children. 

The members also enjoy
socializing with one another
in the Veteran’s parade or
while playing golf.

Chapter 966 was founded
in 2006 by Joe Kristek, who
was President of the chapter
for four years before becoming
VVA State President.

Since the chapter was

founded ten years ago, it has
raised more than $50,000
for causes, individuals, and
families it supports.

More than sixty folks
turned out for anniversary
celebration, including veter-
ans and their spouses — six
of whom were at the group’s
first meeting. The group cur-

rently has ninety-four mem-
bers, and they meet once a
month at the Seven Lakes
West Community Center.

The Chapter has had five
presidents since being found-
ed: Joe Kristek, Don Sass,
Mike Pusillo, Chuck Spelman,
and Jack Bergquist.

During the ceremony, cur-

rent President Jack Bergquist
received a copy of the original
charter for the chapter.

Rossie Nance, state VVA
President for four years,
attended and spoke at the
event, explaining his reaction
when he first returned home
from Vietnam.

VAA Chapter 966 celebrates 10th Anniversary

Moore
County

For more information, call
NAMI at 910-295-1053

and leave a message.
We will return your call.

Monday, February 1, 7:00 pm
Free Film Screening with Discussion to Follow

(Film is 14 minutes long)

www.nami-moorecounty.com

— For Those in Need, By Those Who Care, Until There Is A Cure —

We meet in the Training Room, Pinehurst Police Station
420 Magnolia Road, Pinehurst

Please park on the Street, not in the Police Department Lot.
Check with the Desk and take the elevator down one floor.

Friendly Staff • Courteous Service

Coldest Beer • Biscuits • Fried Chicken • Pizza

Lottery • HD Satellite TV • Internet

Special Cigarette Deals • Locally Owned & Operated

4219 HWY 211 • SEVEN LAKES, NC 27376
673-1663 • friendlymart@embarqmail.com

Investment income struggling?
Get our report.

Ed Hill  Financial Advisor

7647 NC Hwy 211, Suite B, West End, NC  27376
910-295-0307 • edward.hill@edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Sue Hughen & Kim Hand enjoy the anniversary celebration

Chapter 966 Presidents: Joe Kristek, Don Sass, Mike Pusillo, Chuck Spelman and Jack
Bergquist

(See “VVA,” p. 26)



by Joyce Freiert
Women of Seven Lakes

The “Breakfast With Santa”
fundraiser held at the Seven
Lakes North Clubhouse on
December 5, by the Women
of Seven Lakes was a great
success. Children and adults
enjoyed hot pancakes and
sausage.

Mr. and Mrs. Claus took
time out of their busy sched-
ule to visit and listen to the
children’s Christmas wishes.
Many thanks go to all the
volunteers who made this

event possible. Proceeds from
the event were donated to a
local food bank and other
local charities.

A special thank you goes
to Mr. and Mrs. Claus for
donating their time to this
worthy cause, and also to
Girl Scout Leader Jamie Wes-
ner and Girl Scouts Aniyah
Jackson and Hope Wesner
who did a wonderful job
cleaning tables and putting
away the tables and chairs.

The Women of Seven Lakes
January 7 meeting featured

Clare Ruggles, Executive
Director of Northern Moore
Family Resource Center.
Ruggles discussed the HOPE
Academy, a preschool for 3-
and 4-year old children which
will be located in Robbins.
The Academy will prepare
the children for kindergarten,
assuring they will have the
same knowledge base and
skills as their peers from
other more affluent Moore
County communities, and
will also give their parents
skills they need to support
their children’s education.

The Women of Seven Lakes
February meeting will be
their annual Winter Lunch-
eon and Card Party. This
event will be  Thursday, Feb-
ruary 4, at 11:30 am, at the
Seven Lakes North Club-
house.

The luncheon wi l l  be
catered by 7 Central Bistro
with sandwich wraps (Club,
Turkey and Chicken Salad),
pasta salad, dessert and
drinks. The cost of the lunch
will be $10. Participants can
sign up for lunch only, or
they can come for lunch and
stay after to play cards or
games, so get a group togeth-
er and join in with the fun.

Call Lee Connelly, 673-2521,
to sign up, and for more infor-
mation.

During the February lunch-
eon, Sandy Bachofner, will
speak to everyone about the
mental and physical benefits
of essential oils. Bachofner
and her husband became
acquainted with Young Living
Essential Oils last summer
after he was diagnosed cancer
and started his treatment.
Bachofner’s goal is to educate
people about the four types,
or grades, of essential oils
and explain the differences,
and share the benefits from
using the oils.

The public is invited to
attend any of the Women of
Seven Lakes monthly meet-
ings. Refreshments served
after each meeting. If anyone
is interested in joining the
Women of Seven Lakes, call
Lee Connelly, 673-2521
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Women of  7 Lakes have busy Winter season

Got Dirty Rugs?

Receive $1000 Off!
with this coupon

(Good Through 2/28/2016)

Renée & Eddie Voncannon

FREE RUG PICKUP
on Tuesdays!
Ask for Referrals in
Your Neighborhood

910-724-3531
336-629-0371

ablecarpet@ablecarpet.com
www.ablecarpet.com

3030 US Hwy 220 Bus. South, Asheboro

Our Master Textile Technician
EDDIE VONCANNON

Has Safely and Effectively Cleaned
Thousands of Rugs and Carpets

over the past 35 years!  
You can trust his Expertise!

We Clean Fine
Oriental and
Area Rugs!

�����������
NOW OFFERING

Eyebrow, Lip & Chin Waxing
Seven Lakes Plaza Monday - Saturday
(By Beacon Ridge Entrance) 9:00 am – 7:00 pm
Seven Lakes, NC

910-673-1870

CCutler utler TTrreeee
fine pruning of trees & ornamentals

tree and stump removal
plant site consulting & tree loss evaluation

692-7769
Geoff Cutler
Certified Arborist Fully Insured

We are interested in buying
or selling your golf cart. 

CAROLINA CARRIAGE GOLF CARTS

Please contact Dan Benson
at 910-295-0574

Mr. and Mrs. Santa with Dawayne Johnson

Clare Ruggles, Executive
Director of Northern Moore
Family Resource Center



Are you a fan of game
shows but can’t travel to Hol-
lywood to be part of a “live
studio audience?” 

Consider attending the
Museum of the Cape Fear’s
15th Annual Civil War Quiz
Bowl on Thursday January
28, starting at 7 pm. Join
as a contestant or spectator
in the Pate Room of the Head-
quarters Library.

The quiz bowl is like a game
show. Contestants who are
asked questions by host, Jim
Greathouse, who founded
the program fifteen years
ago. 

Contestants choose from
one of 14 categories. They
are asked a question from
that category. If they answer
correctly, of course they
remain in the game. If they

answer incorrectly they
receive a strike. Three strikes
and they’re out. Winners are
chosen among the last con-
testants remaining in two
age groups: 16 and under
for the youth category, and
17 and up as the adult cat-
egory. 

Their prize? A gift card to
spend on more Civil War
books.

“For the last two years the
number of contestants has
been less than our maximum
allowance of 20. I meet many
people who seem to want to
participate but are hesitant
to do so,” related Leisa
Greathouse, curator of edu-
cation. 

“For those who need more
time to think about it, they
can still sign up at the door.

We will continue to accept
contestants as space per-
mits.”

If you are interested in
being a contestant you can
call the museum at 910/486-
1330 to register, or, for the
first time, people can register
online at   http://museu-
mofthecapefear.ncdcr.gov/Ev
ents.

Spectators are welcome.

don't think that's consistent
with what we are doing with
that part of our County.

The Board of Commission-
ers is expected to hold a pub-
lic hearing on the rezoning
request during their February
16 regular meeting.

Cellular facilities 
not happening

Later in the meeting, Mem-
ber Aaron McNeill asked Ens-
minger for an update on the
many cellular telephone tow-
ers that the Board approved
in 2014 and 2015 for North
Moore, most of them Amer-
ican Tower projects for AT&T.

Ensminger said three of
the permitted towers had
been built and had received
their certificates of occupan-
cy, but none yet have anten-
nas. She added that some
the property owners leasing
space for the towers have
complained that their prop-
erty taxes increased more
than the lease payments
being made by the tower
company.

At least two other sites
have seen no activity at all
— even filing for a construc-
tion permit. The conditional
use permits have expired on
some of the sites.

She added that the County

has "reached out" to Ameri-
can Tower and AT&T. The
County does have the right,
under the ordinance, to

remove inoperable towers,
utilizing a bond that was
posted by the tower company.
Ensminger said she expected

a prompt answer from the
cellular companies.

Planning
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Museum hosts 15th Annual Civil War Quiz Bowl

Your “Key” to a quality-built home!

Bill Seldomridge   “Master” Home Builder (910) 673-2590
P.O. Box 631 www.SeldomridgeBuilders.com Cell Phone: (910) 690-9500

Seven Lakes, NC 27376 N.C. License #40154

Specializing in
• Custom Home Building
• Remodeling & Additions
• Architectural Design Services
• Commercial Services
• Free Design Review & Estimate

The Excitement is Building!

told the Commissioners that
it may be possible to obtain
terms that are a better fit
with the County's cash flow.

"I think it's actually pretty
good news," Chairman Nick
Picerno said of Davenport's
presentation. "You can begin
to fund it right now, and by
the time you get to the fourth

project, four years out, you
just find a way to whittle
back to what we need, and
you can make it happen."

Should  voters  fa i l  to
approve the proposed quarter
percent increase in sales
taxes, however, that would
deal the County's plans a
significant setback, by taking
away a key revenue source

Finance
(Continued from page 5)

(Continued from page 6)
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Moore County Sheriff Neil
Godfrey announced that the
first Session of the Moore
County Sheriff’s Office Citi-
zen’s Academy will be held
from March 1 through April
12.

The Citizen’s Academy is
a seven week interactive pro-
gram designed for citizens
throughout Moore County to
participate in and to learn
more about the daily duties
and functions of the Sheriff’s
Office and other law enforce-
ment agencies.

The Citizen’s Academy will
begin on Tuesday, March 1
and will meet each Tuesday

night from 6 pm to 9 pm at
the Rick Rhyne Public Safety
Center. A graduation cere-
mony will be held on April
12.

Participants will be exposed
to the many different aspects
of the Sheriff’s Office and the
criminal justice system. They
will hear presentations from
the Sheriff, the District Attor-
ney, Patrol Division, Criminal
and Narcotics Division rep-
resentatives, agents with the
North Carolina State Bureau
of Investigation and others.

They will tour the Sheriff’s
Office, the Detention Center,
the Magistrate’s Office, and

the 911Communication Cen-
ter, participate and learn
about crime scene processing,
Sheriff’s Patrol and Emer-
gency Equipment, participate
in training with the Firearms
Training Simulator and much
more.

Applicants must be at least
18 years old, have no criminal
record and be in reasonably
good health to take the walk-
ing tours.

Interested individuals may
pick up applications at the
Moore County Sheriff’s Office
during regular business
hours or go to the Moore
County Sheriff’s Office web

page at www.moorecoun-
tync.gov and print off an
application. 

Completed applications
may be submitted by mail

or in person at the Sheriff’s
Office. 

Applications must be com-
pleted and returned by Mon-
day, February 8.  

EEDWARDS REAL ESTATE
& FORESTRY CONSULTING, INC.

11996600 HHOOFFFFMMAANN RRDD •• FFOOXXFFIIRREE,, NNCC 2277228811 •• ((991100)) 225555--00009922
wwwwww..eeddwwaarrddssrreeaalleessttaattee..nneett •• cchhrriissttyyee3399@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm 

RROOBBEERRTT LL..
EEDDWWAARRDDSS

FORESTER 439
BROKER/OWNER
910-695-5609

CCHHRRIISSTTYY EEDDWWAARRDDSS
KKYYGGEERR

BROKER/OWNER
910-603-0334

BBOOBBBBYY EEDDWWAARRDDSS
BROKER/OWNER
910-690-5955

LLYYDDIIAA CCOONNAARRDD
BROKER/ REALTOR®

910-690-7004

FOXFIRE VILLAGE
2 Fawn Circle – $269,000

Golf Front 3 BR on 1.5 Acres
MLS# 171122

FOXFIRE VILLAGE
41 N Shamrock Dr. – $259,900
Golf Front 3 BR with Office

MLS# 171123

FOXFIRE VILLAGE
36 N. Shamrock Dr. – $239,000

Private, Immaculate 3 BR
MLS# 171848

RREEDDUUCCEEDD!!

FOXFIRE’S BEST! OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 30, 1:00–4:00 pm

RREEDDUUCCEEDD!!

SEVEN LAKES NORTH
123 Shagbark Ct. – $156,000

3 Bedroom in 7 Lakes
MLS# 166247

CLOSE TO PINEHURST!
960 Foxfire Road – $875,000
4 Bedroom 4 Bath on 10 Acres

Minutes to Pinehurst!!
MLS# 164232

SEVEN LAKES NORTH
116 Cardinal Drive – $329,900
Waterfront Living in 7 Lakes!

MLS# 170564

Mathews Appraisal
& Real Estate Consulting

We provide a variety of real estate appraisal 
and property value related services including: 
Market Value, Land Value, Estate Value and
Tax Value (including tax appeal consultation).

We also provide Real Estate Sales and Property Listing
in the Seven Lakes area through Violette Realty.

Contact us at: 910-315-9440
mathewsappraisal@gmail.com • www.mathewsappraisal.com      

Van Horne @ Kiwanis

The Seven Lakes Kiwanis Club hosted retired Marine
Corp Colonel Dick Van Horne. He give a very informative
and inspiring talk on his thirty year career in the
service of his country. 

The Chapel will hold their
annual Valentine’s Day
Party celebration on Friday,
February 12, at 2 pm, at
the Seven Lakes Chapel in
the Pines. The Chapel
invites everyone to come,
especially those living in

the community that are
alone or shut-in.

The New Horizons Band
in the Pines will provide
music for everyone to  enjoy.

For information or if trans-
portation is needed contact
Fran Stark at 673-5493.

Chapel Valentine’s Party

Sheriff offers Moore County Citizen’s Academy

Give the gift of life!
Visit redcrossblood.org

to learn how and
where to donate.
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special event. For homes
without a piano, he is able
to bring his keyboard to play
and make a memorable day.

Brown especially loves play-
ing at the Pinehurst Resort.

He told The Times that he is
living his dream, and he
enjoys meeting people from
all over the world. He express-
es himself through his music,
not only providing a service,
but also creating memories.

His music is becoming a part
of the history of Pinehurst.

“I’m living my dream, but
I never know what the future
may hold,” Brown said.

In the future, Brown hopes
to travel and share his talent
and story with people, inspir-
ing them to follow their
dreams. He hopes to play at
nursing homes, retirement
communities, and schools
as well as travel internation-
ally.

Although Brown is contin-
uing the work of his grand-
father, he still puts his own
spin on his work. In addition
to writing his own composi-
tions, he has taught himself
to play the piano and trumpet
simultaneously. This involves
him playing chords on the
piano with his left hand while
playing melodies on the trum-
pet with his right hand. This
intricate style of playing will
be demonstrated at his con-
cert.

Brown has played the
trumpet since the sixth grade,
and is excited to fuse together
two instruments he loves in
a single performance.

He is thrilled to be able to
fulfill his dreams while hon-
oring his grandfather. In fact,
one of his original works is
entitled “Glorious Morning”

in honor of Murphy and the
Easter morning on which he
died.

In this song, Brown recaps
everything Murphy taught
him, in addition to how he
felt that morning when Mur-
phy passed away and how
thankful he is for the life his
grandfather led.

“Seeing him enjoy his life
and doing what he did well
. . . He helped me to embrace
the gift he saw within me,”
Brown said.

Brown looks forward to
honoring his grandfather at
the concert on January 30.
He will be accompanied by
his uncle, Paul Murphy, who

plays with him in Murphy’s
Band at least once a year.

“I’m having the concert for
people grandpa was able to
bless,” Brown said. “I’m cre-
ating an event for people to
come and celebrate his life
with me.”

The concert takes place at
the Robert E. Lee Auditorium
at Pinecrest High School from
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Doors
open at 6:00 pm. Tickets cost
$25 per person. 

To find out more about
Gary Brown, check out his
website at garywbrownjr.com. 

For piano tuning and pri-
vate bookings, call Gary
Brown at 910-315-1362.
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Match Wits
with the Best!
Every Tuesday, 
6:00 -8:00 pm
RSVP RequeAed

Trivia Tuesdays

Cooking with Carmela!
Jan 30th, 4:00pm
Appetizers & More
for the Super Bowl
RSVP - Limited Seating - $1500pp
Demo – Eat – Have a Glass! 

WEEKLY WINE TASTINGS!
–Thursday Night, 5:30 - 9:00 pm –

JAN. 28 –SOUTH AMERICANWINES
WITH EMPANADAS

FEB. 4 – CHEESECAKE & WINE

Check Our Website for Details!
Trivia Every Tuesday at 6:00 pm!

Piano man
(Continued from page 7)

Chocolate lovers are invit-
ed to the third biennial
Chocolate Festival held at
Pinehurst United Methodist
Church, 4111 Airport Road,
Pinehurst, on Saturday,
February 6, from 10 am to
3 pm.

One of the highlights of
this benefit is a cupcake
competition for amateur
bakers in the community.

There are two judging cat-
egories – Best Tasting Cup-
cake and Best Decorated
Cupcake. The only require-
ment is that they must use
chocolate in the cupcake,
the frosting or both. Dead-
line information and entry
forms are available on the
festival website: www.pine-
hurstchocolatefestival.webs.
com

Another popular feature

is the chocolate demonstra-
tions by Martin Brunner,
Baking & Pastry Coordina-
tor at Sandhills Community
College and owner of The
Bakehouse  & Ca fé  in
Aberdeen, along with some
students. This year’s topic
is “the mystery of chocolate
mousses unveiled.”

The festival includes
homemade chocolate baked
goods and confections, a
gift boutique, silent auction,
and cocoa café lunch.

This festival will benefit
Communities in Schools of
Moore County, Habitat for
Humanity of the NC Sand-
hills, Northern Moore Family
Resource Center (Hope
Academy Preschool) and
other United Methodist
Women projects.

Chocolate Festival
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 22
•  “Reiki II” – 8 am - 1 pm,

Kitty Fehr, a Reiki Master
teaches this continuation
of Reiki I. Reiki a Japanese
type of Healing Arts that
is becoming more popular
across the country. Cost
$50 per person, must have
completed the Reiki I class.
Class limit, call to reserve
your seat. Senior Enrich-
ment Center, 8040 Hwy
15-501 (2 miles north of
the Pinehurst traffic circle).
Call 215-0900 to reserve.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Youth, 7:30 pm, A retired
orchestra conductor is on
holiday with his daughter
and his film director best
friend in the Alps when he
receives an invitation from
Queen Elizabeth II to per-
form for Prince Philip's
birthday. Sunrise Theater,
250 NW Broad Street,
Southern Pines (910) 692-
3611.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23
•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 9:30 am - 12
pm, Children’s Sabbath
Ages 3 - Grade 5.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Youth, 2:30 & 7:30 pm, A
retired orchestra conductor
is on holiday with his
daughter and his film direc-
tor best friend in the Alps
when he receives an invi-
tation from Queen Elizabeth
II to perform for Prince
Philip's birthday. Sunrise
Theater, 250 NW Broad
Street, Southern Pines (910)
692-3611.

•  Little Roy Lewis and
Lizzie Long Concert – 7
pm, at James H. Garner
Conference Center, 210
Burnette Street, Troy.
Reserved seating $20, gen-
eral admission $15. Tickets:
704-985-6987. Sponsored
by West Montgomery Lions
Club.

SUNDAY JANUARY 24
•  Our Lady of the Americas
Church – Rosary 8:15 am,
9 am Mass. Mexican food
and drinks available after
Mass. 298 Farmers Market
Rd., Biscoe, 910-974-3051.

•  Chapel in the Pines – 9
am worship service, 581
Seven Lakes Drive.

•  West  End  Uni ted
Methodist Church – Sun-

day School, 9:45 am, Wor-
ship Services, 8:30 am or
11:00 am. Everyone wel-
come, child care available

•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church – 9:30 am,
Holy Communion. 1145

Seven Lakes Drive.
•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 10 am Sunday
School - Ages 3 - adult, 11
am Worship, child care pro-
vided.

•  Bolshoi Ballet at the Sun-
rise – The Taming of the
Shrew, 1 pm. Doors open
at 12:15 pm. (Part of the
Met Opera HD Live Series).
Many suitors dream of mar-
rying the lovely and docile
Bianca, including Luciento.
However, her father will
not let anyone marry her
before her elder sister, the
ill-tempered shrew Katha-
rina, is herself married.
French choreographer
Jean-Christophe Maillot.
Sunrise Theater, 250 NW
Broad Street, Southern
Pines (910) 692-3611.

•  Winter Tree Id – 3 pm, No
leaves needed. Buds, leaf
scars and stems are all the
group will need to identify
hardwood trees. Join a
ranger in the auditorium
at the Visitor Center to

learn the skills to recognize
native tree. Weather per-
mitting, go for a short walk
to test your skills. Wey-
mouth Woods, 1024 Fort
Bragg Rd., Southern Pines,
910-692-2167. Free.

• West  End
Presbyteri-
an Church
Youth – 6
pm, middle
school and
high school
students .
West  End
Presbyterian
C h u r c h ,

275 Knox Lane, West End.
•  West  End  Uni ted
Methodist Church Explor-
ers – dinner with youth 6
– 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30
pm - 7:30 pm. Children
grades K-5. Time of learn-
ing, crafts and activities
before eating. Children’s
ministry, through scripture,
crafts, games. West End
United Methodist Church,
West End.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Youth, 7:30 pm, A retired
orchestra conductor is on
holiday with his daughter
and his film director best
friend in the Alps when he
receives an invitation from
Queen Elizabeth II to per-
form for Prince Philip's
birthday. Sunrise Theater,
250 NW Broad Street,
Southern Pines (910) 692-
3611.

MONDAY, JANUARY 25
•  WEWO Nature Book Club

– 9 am, Calling all book-
worms. Join the group for
a meeting of Weymouth

Woods’ Nature Book Club
as they discuss January’s
book, Silent Spring by
Rachel Carson. Read as
much of the book as you
are able and come to either
meeting ready to discuss.
A copy of Silent Spring is
available for reading in the
lounge area of the visitor’s
center all month long. Wey-
mouth Woods, 1024 Fort
Bragg Rd., Southern Pines,
910-692-2167. Free and
open to the public.

•  “Memory Monday: Buyer
Beware: Fads & Trends
in Memory Products” – 4
pm - 5 pm. Presenter Taeh
A. Ward, Ph.D., Clinical
Neuropsychologist from
Pinehurst Neuropsychology.
Senior Enrichment Center,
8040 Hwy 15-501 (2 miles
north of the Pinehurst traf-
fic circle). Call 215-0900
to reserve.

•  Weight Watchers Meeting
– 5 pm to 6 pm, at St. Mary
Magdalene Episcopal
Church, 1145 Seven Lakes
Drive, Seven Lakes.

•  Sandhills Natural History
Society – 7 pm, join the
group as Nell Allen, Asso-
ciate Curator of Conserva-
tion and Research for the
North Carolina Zoological
Park, discusses the zoo's
role in animal and native
habitat conservation. Vis-
itors and families welcome!
Weymouth Woods Audito-
rium, 1024 Ft. Bragg Rd,
Southern Pines. Call 910-
692-2167 visit online at
www.sandhillsnature.org

• Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Youth, 7:30 pm. Sunrise
Theater, 250 NW Broad
Street, Southern Pines (910)
692-3611.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26
•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
Intercessory prayers for the
sick & troubled, those in
harms way, traveling,
bereaved or deceased. Rev-
erend Carol Burgess. All
are welcome.

•  Seven Lakes Kiwanis Club
– lunch at 11:30 am, meet-
ing at 12:05 pm. *New
meeting location, Fellowship
Hall of the Chapel in the
Pines. Visitors are welcome.

•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 2:30 - 4:30 pm,
Tuesday Tutoring  Crawford
Center.

•  Seven  Lakes  West
Landowners Association
– 7 pm, meeting. West Side
Park Community Center.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Youth, 7:30 pm. Sunrise
Theater, 250 NW Broad
Street, Southern Pines (910)
692-3611.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27
•  Our Lady of the Americas
Church – 8:50 am, Rosary;
9:30 am Mass. 298 Farm-
ers Market Rd, Biscoe 910-
974-3051.

•  Gallery at Seven Lakes –
1 - 4 pm, at St. Mary Mag-
dalene Episcopal Church,
1145 Seven Lakes Drive.
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Seven Lakes                                                             
mike@sandhillslawgroup.com

Carthage                                                                   Hurley E. Thompson
hurley@sandhillslawgroup.com

Pinehurst                                                     Donnell G. (Buck) Adams, Jr.
buck@sandhillslawgroup.com

                                                                                 Clark H. Campbell
                                                                                grumpylaw@sandhillslawgroup.com

Three Locations to
Serve Your Needs

673-Back(2225)               4317 Seven Lakes Plaza

“Your Body Tells 
You It’s Wright”

Accepting New Patients!

Dr. Sharon A. Wright
Doctor of Chiropractic

No Fee For Consultation
Bring your Insurance



•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 2:30 - 5 pm,
WOW Program for K - 5th
grade.

•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 6:30 pm, Hand-
bell Choir Rehearsal; 7:30
pm,  Chance l  Cho i r
Rehearsal.

•  Rosary at Chapel in the
Pines – 7 pm, at the Chapel
in the Pines. Coordinator
Virginia Heerema, 673-
5150. Seven Lakes.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Youth, 7:30 pm. Sunrise
Theater, 250 NW Broad
Street, Southern Pines .

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28
•  Seven Lakes Landowners
Association – 9 am, work
session. Seven Lakes North
Game Room.

• Bread of Life Ministry –
West End United Methodist
Church, 11 am until 1 pm.
Ministry is for seniors (wid-
ows, widowers, and the
elderly). Fellowship, devo-
tion and a meal $5.

•  Business Networking
Mixer 5 – 7:30 pm, The
Country Club of North Car-
olina, 1600 Morganton
Road, Pinehurst. An oppor-
tunity to connect and net-
work with business owners
and professionals. Rob
McVay, 910-295-1431.

•  Sandhills Winery Wine
Tasting – 5:30 pm to 8
pm. 1057 Seven Lakes
Drive. (910) 673-2949.
www.sandhillswinery.com

• Foxfire Village Council –
6:30 pm, meeting at Foxfire
Village Hall.

• Candidates' Forum – 6-9
pm, Moore Tea Citizens
host candidates ahead of
the March 15 Primary Elec-
tion. Pinehurst Village Hall.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Youth, 7:30 pm Sunrise
Theater, 250 NW Broad
Street, Southern Pines (910)
692-3611.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29
•  “Pursuing Your Best Life”

– 11 am - 12 pm, Lynne
Drinkwater, Program Coor-
dinator and Esther Zolman,
Fitness Coordinator intro-
duce a new topic. Senior
Enrichment Center, 8040
Hwy 15-501 (2 miles north
of the Pinehurst traffic cir-
cle). Call 215-0900 to
reserve.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
•  Pruning Workshop at SCC

– 10 an until Noon, con-
ducted by Moore County
Extension Agent Taylor
Williams. Participants will
learn pruning basics and
then go outside into the
Gardens where Williams
will give hands-on demon-
strations. Program will be
held at the Sandhills Hor-
ticultural Gardens Ball Vis-
itors Center at the Sandhills
Community College. There
is no cost for the Workshop,
but reservations are nec-
essary. Call 910-695-3882.

•  Met Opera at the Sunrise
– Puccini's Turandot, 1 pm.
Doors open: 12:15 pm.
(Part of the Met Opera HD
Live Series) Nina Stemme,
takes on the title role of
the proud princess of leg-
endary China. Tenor Marco
Berti is Calàf, the brave
prince who sings “Nessun
dorma” and wins her hand.
Conducted by Paolo Carig-
nani. Sunrise Theater, 250
NW Broad Street, Southern
Pines (910) 692-3611.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31
•  Our Lady of the Americas
Church – Rosary 8:15 am,
9 am Mass. Mexican food
and drinks available after
Mass. 298 Farmers Market
Rd., Biscoe, 910-974-3051.

•  Chapel in the Pines – 9
am worship service, 581
Seven Lakes Drive.

•  West  End  Uni ted
Methodist Church – Sun-
day School, 9:45 am, Wor-
ship Services, 8:30 am or
11:00 am. Everyone wel-
come, child care available

•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-

copal Church – 9:30 am,
Holy Communion. 1145
Seven Lakes Drive.

•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 10 am Sunday
School - Ages 3 - adult, 11
am Worship, child care
provided.

•  Paint Hill Hike – 3 pm,
Come explore a different
sect ion o f  Weymouth
Woods, the Paint Hill tract,
on a 1.5 mile hike. Group
will be looking for rare
plants, such as the Sand-
hills pyxie-moss. Meet at
the visitor center and car-
pool over to the other site.
Weymouth Woods, 1024
Fort Bragg Rd., Southern
Pines, 910-692-2167. Free.

•  West End Presbyterian
Church Youth – 6 pm,
middle school and high
school students. West End
Presbyterian Church, 275
Knox Lane, West End.

•  West  End  Uni ted
Methodist Church Explor-
ers – dinner with youth 6
– 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30
pm - 7:30 pm. Children
grades K-5. Time of learn-
ing, crafts and activities
before eating. West End
United Methodist Church,
West End.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1
•  Weight Watchers Meeting

– 5 pm to 6 pm, at St. Mary
Magdalene Episcopal
Church, 1145 Seven Lakes
Drive, Seven Lakes.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2
•  Groundhog Day
•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
Intercessory prayers for

the sick & troubled, those
in harms way, traveling,
bereaved or deceased. Rev-
erend Carol Burgess. All
are welcome.•
Seven Lakes Kiwanis Club
– lunch at 11:30 am, meet-
ing at 12:05 pm. *New
meeting location, Fellow-
ship Hall of the Chapel in
the Pines. Visitors welcome.

•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 2:30 - 4:30 pm,
Tuesday Tutoring  Crawford
Center.

•  Invest In Moore Kids
Community Information
Forum – 6:30 pm, Owens
Auditorium, Sandhills
Community College. Event
will include an overview of
the plans for the Advance
Career Center for high
school students an elemen-
tary schools, proposed 1/4
cent sales tax increase,
with a question and answer
session. Voter information
and onsite registration will
also be available.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
•  Our Lady of the Americas
Church – 8:50 am, Rosary;
9:30 am Mass. 298 Farm-
ers Market Rd, Biscoe 910-
974-3051.

•  Gallery at Seven Lakes –
1 - 4 pm, at St. Mary Mag-
dalene Episcopal Church,
1145 Seven Lakes Drive.

•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 2:30 - 5 pm,
WOW Program for K - 5th
grade.

•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 6:30 pm, Hand-
bell Choir Rehearsal; 7:30
pm,  Chance l  Cho i r
Rehearsal.

•  Rosary at Chapel in the
Pines – 7 pm, at the Chapel
in the Pines. Coordinator
Virginia Heerema, 673-
5150. Seven Lakes.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4
•  Bread of Life Ministry –

West End United Methodist
Church, 11 am until 1 pm.
Ministry is for seniors (wid-
ows, widowers, and the
elderly). Fellowship, devo-
tion and a meal $5.

•  Women of Seven Lakes
Annual Winter Luncheon
and Card Party – 11:30
am, Seven Lakes North
Clubhouse. Luncheon
catered by 7 Central Bistro.
Cost $10. Participants sign
up for lunch only, or they
can come for lunch and
stay after to play cards or
games. Sandy Bachofner,
will speak to everyone
about the mental and phys-
ical benefits of essential
oils. Call Lee Connelly, 673-
2521, to sign up, or more
information. Public invited.
Refreshments served.
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Seven Lakes
Chapel in the Pines

WELCOMES YOU
We are a Chapel family

uniting all Christian
denominations.

Join us on Sundays at
9 am for worship
and fellowship.

The Mission of the Chapel in the Pines

SSeerrvviinngg tthhee CCoommmmuunniittyy tthhrroouugghh
PPrreeaacchhiinngg,, TTeeaacchhiinngg,, aanndd LLiivviinngg tthhee GGoossppeell

         Rev. Paul James Rev. Fran Stark
         Chapel Minister Associate Minister

581 Seven Lakes Drive   910-673-2156   2125 Seven Lakes South
citp10@centurylink.net    sevenlakes-chapelinthepines.com



didn't appear to sit well with
the Commissioners. Saunders
pointed out that water and
sewer ratepayers, not tax-
payers, pay for water and
sewer improvements.

Also not well received by
the Commissioners was an
attempt by Smith to identify
the owner of the property
and to tie him to an infra-
structure grant provided a
few years ago to Atex Tech-
no log ies ,  an  Aberdeen
employer.

Smith's hint of impropriety
brought a rebuke from Chair-
man Nick Picerno, who said,
"I did not really care for trying
to vilify somebody for making
money in America . . . The
American dream used to be
work hard, play by the rules,
and be self-sustaining."

Poultry farm 
adjoins property

Pam Ring, whose family
owns a commercial poultry
operation on an adjacent
property, expressed concern
that any residential devel-
opment of the property would
inevitably result in complaints
about the dust, feathers,
noise, and smell coming from
her farm. And increasing the
density of development would
only exacerbate the problem.

Representing the developer,
Bob Koontz argued that the
additional density makes
sense, given the proximity
to Whispering Pines, Vass,
Lakeview, and Southern
Pines. It will be expensive to
bring County sewer service
to the site, he said, and build-
ing more homes on the site
will help defray that cost.
Moore County Schools [MCS]

has estimated that it will cost
just over $1 million to bring
sewer service to the site. 

Koontz said any develop-
ment of the property, because
it is in a HQW watershed,
would be closely overseen by
state environmental officials.

Commissioner Saunders,
who served for a number of
years on the Whispering Pines
Village Council, pointed out
that all of Whispering Pines
lies within that same water-
shed, and developers are able
to build subdivisions in com-
pliance with state rules.  

He also noted that his home
is closer to the MCWCC than
the proposed development.

"I don't know that I have
ever heard gunshots," he said
"I don't see it as an issue."

With that, the Board voted
unanimously to table the
matter until its next meet-
ing.

Resolutions aimed
at legislators

The Commissioner unan-
imously approved a resolution
targeted broadly at the NC
General Assembly and, in
particular, at the three mem-
bers of the Moore County
delegation to Raleigh: Senator
Jerry Tillman and Represen-

tatives Jamie Boles and Allen
McNeill.

The first part of the reso-
lution asked legislators to
explain why Moore County
was not included among sev-
enty-nine counties that
received an additional share
of sales tax revenue from the
state, in a compromise ham-
mered out during budget
negotiations.

Legislators from rural coun-
ties had pressed during the
General Assembly's last ses-
sion for a complete overhaul
of the sales tax distribution
system, one that would deter-
mine each county's share of
sale tax receipts based on
population rather than the
taxes actually collected in
that county. 

Instead, the legislature
expanded the sales tax to
include a variety of services,
like auto and appliance
repair, and plans to divide
the addit ional  revenue
gleaned from that expansion
among 79 counties of the
state's 100 counties. Moore
County is not among them,
though Randolph County,
Senator Tillman's home coun-
ty, is.

"Moore County requests
an answer as to why Moore

County’s sales tax revenue
resulting from this plan, is
being distributed to 79 other
counties, while Moore County
receives 0 dollars," the res-
olution reads.

The second area on which
the Commissioners are seek-
ing action is the passage of
Senate Bill 605, which would
revise Article 46 of the Gen-
eral Statutes to allow coun-
ties, with voter approval, to
collect an additional half-
cent in sales taxes. 

Currently, Article 46 pro-
vides for only an additional
one-quarter cent; it is that
additional sales tax that
Moore County voters will be
asked to approve during the
March Primary Election. 

Other business
In other business during

their Tuesday, January 19
regular meeting of the Moore
County Board of Commis-
sioners:

•  Approved three requests
from Moore County Schools
to use NC Education Lottery
funds to undertake due dili-
gence investigation of sites
for an Area 1 Elementary
School, a Southern Pines
Elementary School, and the
Advanced Career Center High

School. The total request was
for $320,000

• Authorized an application
seeking $100,000 from the
NC Housing Finance Agency
under its FY2016 Urgent
Repair Program. If the grant
is approved, the funds will
be used to repair the homes
of elderly or disabled resi-
dents.

•  Approved a revised Public
Safety Ordinance.

•  Reappointed Buck Mims
to the Planning Board and
tabled an additional appoint-
ment, at the request of Com-
missioner Graham.

• Reappointed Ashvin Patel
as a trustee for the Whis-
pering Pines Fire and Rescue
Firefighters Relief Fund.

•  Tabled an appointment
to the Board of Health.

•  Appo in t ed  Ange la
Zumwalt and Barb Ross to
the Animal Operations Advi-
sory Board as interim mem-
bers through the end of Feb-
ruary.

•  Reviewed the FY 2017
Community Services Block
Grant application for Sand-
hills Community Action Pro-
gram, which offers programs
aimed at helping low-income
residents improve their
chances of getting a job.
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We Accept Medicaid, Long Term Insurance,
VA Benefits, & Private Pay

Helping Seniors Live
Independently at Home

Commissioners
(Continued from page 4)
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of lifeguards combined with
access control via an elec-
tronic card entry system and
surveillance through an
unmonitored security camera
system.

Leach said this would allow
the pool to be open longer
each day, and for a longer
overall season, than is the
case when lifeguards are
employed. He said the new
system would allow a pool
season of 2,064 hours, com-
pared to 722 hours using
the current system with life-
guards.

During his presentation,
Leach consistently referred
to conclusions the Board had
reached and decisions the
Board had made, despite the
fact that no public votes have
been taken on those mat-
ters.

He  sa id  the  Board  i s
attempting to "provide addi-
tional family time at the pool
for all community members."

He said that goal originated
with feedback from the mem-
bership: "Those who wanted
to swim laps before work.
Those who wanted to use the
pool after work. A whole
group of ladies who wanted
to continue with water aer-
obics longer in the season.
And many who felt this
amenity was not being used
nearly enough justify the
$100,000 recently invested
to refurbish this pool."

"This Board responded to
what Richard Nixon referred
to as 'the Silent Majority,'"
Leach said.

He said the Board had con-
sidered a number of options
for managing the pool, includ-
ing providing additional life-
guards in order to lengthen
pool hours, using attendants
instead of lifeguards, using
a combination of both on a
split schedule, or using an
electronic access system with-
out lifeguard or attendants.

Leach said hiring enough
l i feguards to cover the
expanded hours of pool oper-
ation the Board desires —
May 1 to September 30 from
6:30 am to 9:00 pm — would
cost every SLLA member
household $32 in additional
dues.

He did not provide cost

estimates for any of the other
options.

He did say the Board had
ruled out running a split
schedule — that is, providing
lifeguards for part of the
schedule while relying on
either attendants or an elec-
tronic access system for the
remainder of the schedule.

Leach  sa id  such  an
arrangement "sends a mixed
message," and suggested the
Association's liability would
be increased if lifeguards
"walked off" at 4:00 pm and
a child was injured at 4:05
pm.

Public comment 
favors lifeguards

During the public discus-
sion of Leach's motion, one
member suggested that the
pool could simply be closed
for fifteen minutes when the
lifeguard shift ended, remov-
ing all patrons from the pool
area, before reopening ten
or fifteen minutes later on a
"swim at your own risk" basis.

There was considerable
public discussion during the
meeting, both during the for-
mal public comment period
and later, as the lifeguard
issue was debated.

Ten members in all spoke
to the lifeguard issues, with
only one, Recreation Com-
mittee member Bob Miller,
in favor of eliminating life-
guards. Miller noted that
most of the lifeguards hired
are students, who return to
school before the end of
August, leaving plenty of 90
degree days when the pool
cannot be utilized by mem-
bers.

The remaining speakers,
during public comment, all
urged the Board to retain
lifeguards.

Laura Douglass suggested
that, if there is a problem
obtaining competent life-
guards, the Board might con-
sider paying a more compet-
itive wage. She urged the
Board to consider having life-
guards at least part of the
time.

Martin King, a retired res-
ident with a deep background
in competitive swimming,
told the Board that any prob-
lems with the lifeguards in
the past is a management

issue that they should be
able to handle "without it
getting in the newspaper.

"Hire the lifeguards or close
the pool," he said.

Hope Strayer said the com-
munity was much more
accepting of children when
she moved to Seven Lakes
eleven years ago, providing
Summer camp and other
opportunities that are no
longer available. "Do we want
to be a community or a cor-
poration?" she asked.

Rod Ansley said it is impor-
tant for the community to
allow "children of responsible
ages to have the freedom to
come to the pool by them-
selves. It helps them develop
confidence."

"We are definitely changing
our demographic," Amy Rozy-
cki, said, "and we need to
change with that by increas-

ing our amenities, to bring
in families with children,
rather than decreasing our
amenities and increasing our
dues."

"When was the last accident
at the pool?" Todd Galford
asked. "I've never heard of
anyone being hurst at the

WELCOME KELLY!
Quality Care Pharmacy is happy to

introduce our newest certified pharmacy
technician to serve your pharmaceutical
needs. Kelly Collins has been serving our
area as a pharmacy technician for more than
12 years. She provides outstanding customer
service with a sweet nature that is hard to
match! 

Kelly is a devoted wife of ten years to
Brandon and mother of two wonderful kids.
In her spare time, she loves spending time
with her family and five dogs. Kelly also
enjoys NC State sports and working as 
program director for Carolina Beach Music
Awards. She is excited to be back in Seven
Lakes. 

Please come by Quality Care Pharmacy
and welcome Kelly to our Pharmacy Family. 

Our Family Providing QUALITY
Pharmaceutical CARE for Your Family

1103 Seven Lakes Drive • 673-DRUG(3784)
Mon – Fri 8:30–6:00 • Sat 8:30–12:30

Hwy 5 & Monticello Dr., Pinehurst • 215-DRUG(3784)
Mon – Fri 9:00–6:00 • Sat 1:30–5:00

Two Convenient Locations to Better Serve You

SLLA Open Meeting
(Continued from front page)

(See “SLLA,” p. 20)

Incumbent Director Sandy
Sackmann is so far the only
candidate for the Seven
Lakes Landowners Associ-
aiton Board of Directors.

Nominations Chairman
Bob Racine announced the
one person slate of candi-
dates during the Thursday,
January 14 Open Meeting.

Two other seats on the
Board will come open in
March, when the terms of

President Chuck Leach and
former Recreation Director
Mary Farley expire. Leach
has decided not to stand
for re-election.

Members interested in
running for one of those
seats have until the Board’s
January 28 Work Session
to make their intentions
known by contacting the
Landowners Office or Direc-
tor Racine.

Only one candidate for
three SLLA Board seats
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pool." He spoke in support
of retaining lifeguards and
the diving boards.

Ed Hill said he learned to
swim in the Seven Lakes pool
as a child, eventually attend-
ing NC State University on
a swimming scholarship. He
returned to Seven Lakes and
managed the pool in 2009,
offering swim lessons all day
long, starting the Seven Lakes
Stingrays swim team, and
coming in $8,500 under
budget. Hill not only urged
the Board to retain the life-
guards, he volunteered to
manage them.

"I want to keep the life-
guards," John Craig said,
urging the Board to delay
action until they gathered
more input from the com-
munity.

Greg Hankins [speaking as
a landowner rather than as
Editor of The Times] told the
Board that they had failed
to present the membership
with a fully formed alternative
to lifeguards, and reminded
them that nothing stands in
the way of having lifeguards
for a portion of the day and
season, while opening the
pool without guards at other
times.

Later in the meeting, after
Leach made his motion to
el iminate the rule that
restricts pool use to times
when lifeguards are present,
most of those who spoke in
favor of retaining lifeguards
urged the Board to accept a
compromise position, employ-
ing lifeguards for part of the
day during part of the sea-
son.

"I think you are doing a
disservice to this community
by not compromising and by
not having lifeguards from
10:00 am until 4:00 pm or
10:00 am until 5:00pm,"
Rozycki said.

In fact, that sort of split
schedule was part of a rec-
ommendation approved by
the Recreation Committee.
Racine said he hoped that
the Board would consider all
the issues surrounding the
management of the pool for
2016 as a package rather
than piecemeal.

"While I don't believe we
have to have a Town Hall
Meeting for every decision, I
do believe we have to have
information," Racine said.
"And I got information tonight
that I didn't even know about
— and I'm Chairman of the
Recreation Committee." 

Racine noted that the Board
has not yet approved the
purchase of the electronic
access system or the security
cameras planned for the pool
area.

"What happens if the secu-
r i ty  sys tem doesn ' t  go
through," Racine said. "We
should require the option
then of saying we require
lifeguards . . . . We have to
have some supervision."

One diving board eliminated
Having brought the life-

guard issue to a vote, the
Board moved quickly to a
vote on eliminating the higher
of the two diving boards at
the Northside pool.

That motion passed five to
one, with Director Mark Wid-
man opposed.

Manager's Report
Interim Community Man-

ager Jeff Allen reported that
the engineering firm S&ME
has certified that Riley Paving
met the conditions its con-
tract with the Association.
However, a small portion on
East Devonshire was over-
looked and will be repaved
when weather allows.

Two new pump motors

SLLA Open Meeting

910-673-1724 • 1-800-334-7869
www.propertyctr.com (Search MLS Listings)

Featured
Homes 125 West Plaza Drive, Seven Lakes, North Carolina

The Property Center

138 SWARINGEN DR
SLW Waterfront. Den/Study

plus Carolina Room.
Call Phil – $435,000

123 Lawrence Overlook . .$380,000
On Lake Auman Cul-de-sac in SLW

Call Phil 

117 Dennis Circle  . . . . . . . .$60,000
Corner view lot in SLW

Call Phil 

337 Longleaf Drive . . . . . . .$45,000
Possible lake view/walk out
basement opportunity in SLW

Call Phil 

TBD Patman Court  . . . . . .$45,000
Cul-de-sac in SLW

Call Phil 

108 Patman Ct. . . . . . . . . . .$45,500
Near Beacon Ridge Golf Course

Call Larry

105 Dennis Circle  . . . . . . . $29,900
High Corner Lot, SL West

Call Larry

109 Pittman Road  . . . . . . . $56,000
Across from Lake Auman

Call Larry

102 Yorkshire Court  . . . . . $15,000
Cul-de-sac Lot, SL South

Call Phil

2 Morgan Ridge Drive  . . .$140,000
Corner well treed wooded lot on
6.64 acres in SLW. Water View!

Call Phil 

138 Shaw Drive Reduced!   $26,000
Walk to 7 Lakes West Marina

Call Larry

120 Beacon Ridge Drive.  . .$35,900
Golf Front, SL West

Call Phil

134 Cardinal Ln.  . . . . . . . .$59,000
Waterfront Big Juniper, SL North

Call Phil

60 Lakeview Drive . . . . . . . $45,000
Whispering Pines. Across from park

on lake. Call Allan

Several Commercial Lots in
Seven Lakes Village

Call Phil

OUTSTANDING HOMESITES

244 ARCHIE ROAD
3BR All Brick, Energy Efficient
on 1/2 acre close to schools.

Call Phil – $88,000

BEST GOLF VIEW!
Beacon Ridge Golf Course.

Great Building Site. Longleaf.
Call Larry – $56,000

108 JAMES DRIVE
Upscale home in Seven Lakes
West. 3BR, 2BA w/Bonus.

Call Phil – $269,000

109 THISTLE LANE
Beautiful Waterfront Home in
Seven Lakes North. 3BR, 2BA.

Call Phil – $299,500

104 DOUGLAS DRIVE
Executive Lake Auman Water-
front Home. 5BR/4.5BA. Home
Theater. Call Phil – $799,000

580 CLARK STREET
Downtown Southern Pines.

New Construction. 3BR, 2.5BA
Call Allan – $259,000

SOLD!

REDUCED!

UNDER CONTRACT!

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

LONG OR

SHORT TERM

RENTALS

AVAILABLE!

(Continued from page 19)

(See “SLLA,” p. 21)
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were to be installed at the
pool the day following the
Open Meeting, Allen said.

Ample rainfall has revealed
a variety of drainage issues,
he said, adding that the Asso-
ciation has a written policy
that drainage issues are the
responsibility of the landown-
er. "In almost no case will
the Associat ion instal l
drainage on private property,"
he added.

Committee reports
President. Leach reported

that the Board has been
interviewing candidates for
Community Manager and
has narrowed the search to
two finalists.
Treasurer. Gyure reported

that the suit of last year's
financial statements is com-
plete and the final report is
in hand. He said he and Allen
have been working on a draft
budget, which will go now
to the Finance Committee

and then to the Board. It
must be submitted to the
membership no later than
sixty days prior to the Annual
Meeting, scheduled for Sun-
day, March 20.
ARB. Director Sandy Pack-

man reported that fees have
been paid for four new
homes; construction is
expected to begin soon. Mean-
while two homes have recent-
ly been completed, one is
nearly nearly complete, and
another is well underway.
The committee approved a
variety of other projects, rang-
ing from new decks and a
sun room to a split rail fence
and a raised bed garden.
Standards/Judicial .

Racine reported that, now
that the holiday season is
over, the Community Stan-
dards Committee is swinging
back into action, looking for
rules violations that need to
be corrected. The Judicial
Committee will meet before
months' end and will have

at least three cases to hear.
Security. Director Lishawa

said the Halloween Party at
Seven Lakes Volunteer Fire
and Rescue was a big success
— more than 100 children
were fingerprinted. The Sher-
iff's Office has a new solar-
powered speed monitoring
device that can be used to
help officers decide which
areas need radar enforce-
ment. The high level of traffic
fatalities in Moore COunty
has caught the attention of
the State Highway Patrol,
which plans addit ional
enforcement in the County.
Lakes & Dams. Director

Widman said early this year
the Association will run a
"conference room pilot" of
what would be required to
respond to a dam failure dis-
aster. Five of the SLLA's dams
are rated high hazard by the
state. Foster Lake & Pond
Management will be making
a presentation to the com-
mittee on fish management.

The state dam safety officer
recently inspected Little
Juniper Dam and found no
major issues.

Other business
In other business during

the January 13 SLLA Open
Meeting the Board of Direc-
tors:

•  Approved spending up to
$13,500 to stripe the newly-
repaved roadways in Seven
Lakes North and South. Strip-
ing will include a solid yellow
line down the center of the
roadway and solid white lines
at either shoulder.

•  Approved a list of fifteen
capital projects, in a five-to-
one  vo t e ,  w i th  Rac ine
opposed, ranging from the
purchase of a dump trailer
to redoing the North Club-
house kitchen, that will now
move to the Finance Com-
mittee for budgeting. Racine
said he could not vote for
the package of projects with-
out detailed costs on all of

them.
• Approved revisions to sev-

eral sections of the rules and
regulations, including Sec-
tions 2, 3, 7, & 12.

•  Ratified an email vote to
authorized an additional
expenditure of $1,382 for the
replacement of the Edgewater
Drive culvert. Community
Manager Allen explained that
an additional fifty feet of cul-
vert had been added.

•  Authorized the Associa-
tion's collections attorney to
proceed with foreclosure on
eleven properties at a cost
of $22,760, and to proceed
with title searches — a pre-
cursor to foreclosure — on
sixteen additional properties.

•  Authorized management
to move forward working with
the County on a swap of land
near the stables and the
water tower. Allen explained
that the County is willing to
swap nearly on-half acre for
a "tiny piece." 

SLLA Open Meeting

• A 21- or 42-Day Diet Plan     • Unlocks and Burns FAT for Energy.
• Average Weight Loss: Women 18 lbs, Men 34 lbs.
• Compounded with Quality in Mind
• Includes a Diet Plan, Vitamins, Logbook, HCG, & Professional Counseling                                                                 
Get more information on how you can successfully implement the
HCG Diet in collaboration with your physician to lose unwanted
abdominal fat.
Our HCG Kit includes everything that you will need to do the diet
the right way and kick start you towards your weight loss goals.

Ask your health care provider about HCG, or call us today!

120 MacDougall Drive  • 673-7467
Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6 pm • Sat 8:30 am – Noon

www.7lakesrx.com
Use your smartphone QR code app to scan this bar code and it will

take you directly to our website to refill your prescription online!

Learn About Our HCG Diet Program
and Lose Weight!

(Continued from page 20)
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We are now well within the
New Year, jogging our minds
to write 2016 on our checks
and correspondence. 

Newspaper columnists like
to forecast what the New Year
might bring forth, but most
of them don’t check their
accuracy when the year
comes to an end. 

I’ve also heard some radio
and TV preachers trying to
prophesy what to expect in
2016, and many of them
sound like the Old Testament
prophets of doom. 

The threat of terrorism is
greater than it has ever been
in our nation. Migration of
Middle East refugees, many
of whom are seeking asylum
in the United States, gener-
ates added pressure on our
already stressed-out re-

sources. Since many of these
migrants are Muslim, and a
few may have had ties to
ISIS, calls go out to bar all
Mus l im  immi -
grants from enter-
ing the
country. 

Another
threat, less
terrorizing
but poten-
tially more
destructive
in the long
term, is the
process of
global warming. But when
the preachers talk about this
phenomenon, they usually
say that God is in charge of
the world, and He will keep
us all safe from melting gla-
ciers and rising ocean waters.

We don’t have to worry
about climate change, they
say, but we must fear ter-
rorism. God will control the

weather, but not the terror-
ists! God will take care of
the climate, but can’t—or
won’t—wipe out the terrorist
threats. 

Overall, however, we are
advised simply to trust God,

since he controls the future.
Oh, really? Was God in con-
trol in 2015, in Paris, or San
Bernardino, or Charleston?
Yes, I know you aren’t sup-
posed to ask questions like
that. It suggests that you
doubt the power and purpose
of God. As the old gospel
hymn says, just “trust and
obey, for there’s no other
way. . .” 

But I prefer not to be a
religious ostrich, with my
head in the sand, hoping
that when I raise my head
God will have made all the
bad things go away. When,
throughout history, has it
ever worked that way? 

God does not  control
human events using mirac-
ulous, supernatural activity.
Throughout the years God

has worked through individ-
uals who have opened their
lives to God’s spirit, and has
changed the world with them.
I suspect that God will use
the same process in 2016. 

Keep praying with your
eyes open, and you might be
surprised at some of the peo-
ple God uses to turn the
world in the direction of peace
and justice. Could one of
these people be you? Or me? 

Let’s all of us try to make
this a truly happy new year.

Harry Bronkar is a
Baptist Minister enjoying

retirement in Seven Lakes
North. You can reach him at

hbronkar@gmail.com

Around we go again

Seven Lakes Times
January 22, 2016 OPINION

Outside
the Box

                  Harry Bronkar

At our Thursday, January
14 Seven Lakes Landowners
Association (SLLA) Open
Meeting, I was impressed by
the folks that showed an
interest in lifeguards and
diving boards. 

I was not impressed by the
fact that we had only one
candidate to nominate for
the three vacancies on the
board. 

While seeking candidates
to sign up for the three vacan-

cies on the board, I am often
told that they don't have the
large number of hours they
hear about, nor can they
attend a 'morning' meeting.

As a five year member of
the board, I serve as chair-
man of three committees,
serve on another committee
and now head of the director's
search committee. 

At no time do I find it nec-
essary to spend 10-12 hours
per week on SLLA business

nor do these activities inter-
fere with my home life or my
nearly daily visits with my
grandchildren, as the majority
of my activities can be han-
dled from home by my com-
puter and phone, and better
utilization of my free time.

I find it exciting to be
involved and hopefully con-
tribute to the activities and
future of SLLA. It gives addi-
tional purpose to my life and
permits me to contribute my

expertise and ideas to board
considerations.

The board decides if their
meetings are during the day

  or evening. Work sessions
were held evenings when I
first joined the board.  If you
work, you can vote for all
evening meetings and attend.

Why do I continue to serve?
So that I can have a say in
how the $1.5 Million Budget
is being spent.

Example: $200,000: had
been proposed for pool and
deck repairs.$95,000 to refur-
bish the pool and $100,000+
to tear up the pool deck,
replace it with pavers, and
plant trees, shrubs and grass

on portions of the deck. I
worked continuously to pre-
vent the $100,00.00+ reno-
vation of the pool deck. There

was opposition
to my stand,
and I sought a

third term
to prevent
this extrav-
agant and
unneces -
sary expen-
diture. 

I consider
it worth a
coup le  o f

hours weekly to prevent this
type of unnecessary expen-
diture.

How your dues are spent
and whether a dues increase
is needed should prompt you
to get involved. 

January 28th is the dead-
line to placed on the ballot.
Please become involved, con-
tact the SLLA office or me
(Bob Racine) directly to
become part of the SLLA
Board of Directors nomina-
tions.

Stand up – speak up – get involved

Your
Turn

Bob Racine, Director
Seven Lakes Landonwers
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As we move into the year
2016, the Seven Lakes Kiwa-
nis have many things to be
thankful.

The leadership and mem-
bers of the Seven Lakes Kiwa-
nis would like to thank the
community of Seven Lakes
for its support and partici-
pat ion  in  our  pro jec ts
throughout 2015.

The Kiwanis Mission state-
ment: “To assist Kiwanis
International in serving the
children of the world.”

We certainly support Kiwa-
nis International, but we
focus our efforts in Moore
County, specifically support-
ing the children in the Seven
Lakes and Robbins commu-
nities.

We take this mission to
heart in every endeavor we
undertake throughout the
community.

The Seven Lakes Kiwanis
accomplishments for 2015
included:
•  Beginning with Weekly

meetings at the Chapel in
The Pines Activity Center
each Tuesday at 11:30,
where Seven Lakes Kiwanis
come together in fellowship,
to hear a local speaker
enlighten everyone on a
wide variety of subjects
and plan projects.

•  Annual Pancake Breakfast
held at West End Elemen-
tary cafeteria each Febru-
ary. (The 33rd  Breakfast
will be held  February 6,
from 7 am to 11 am.) 

•  Kiwanis Highway Cleaning
project on Hwy 211 that

is ongoing throughout the
year.

•  Supporting the North Moore
High School Key Club, help-
ing the young
peop l e  l ea rn
about citizenship
and “ser-
v i c e  t o
their fel-
low man.”

•  Supported
Teachers,
Staff and
Students
a t  Wes t
End Ele-
mentary School through
the “Traffic Kids” kids pro-
gram and the many dona-
tions to support the growth
of the library with thou-
sands of dollars donated
for the purchase of new
books.

•  Supported Moore County
“Action Kids” Chapter, a
Kiwanis Chapter for the
mentally challenged indi-
viduals that we co-support.

•  Kiwanis Bingo held at the
North Clubhouse the 1st
& 3rd Tuesday of  the
month.

•  Pumpkin Patch sale the SL
Kiwanis held for the first
time in 2015. The commu-
nity embraced this project
by purchasing over 500
pumpkins and 400 mums
and generating additional
funds enabling the group
to broaden our outreach
to even more children based
organizations.

The Seven Lakes Kiwanis

participates in the weekly
BackPack Pals program con-
ducted by the local branch
of the Food Bank of Central

and Eastern NC by delivering
weekend meals to children
in need at West End Elemen-
tary and Elise Middle School
in Robbins.

In 2015, Seven Lakes Kiwa-
nis members also donated
over 4,000 volunteer hours
of hours raising and distrib-
uting over $10,000 to the
local children’s organization.

I want to thank each mem-
ber for their untiring effort,
the forty plus speakers that
have shared their stories,
history and enlightenment
with the group.

And specifically, I want to
thank Leigh Ann McClendon,
Principal of West End Ele-
mentary for her continued
support and partnership and
David Zmiewsky, Manager
of First Bank, Seven Lakes
Branch for providing the
excellent area for our Pump-

kin Patch.
I cannot thank the com-

munity enough for its finan-
cial and volunteer support
of the Seven Lakes Kiwanis
Club.

Seven Lakes Kiwanis are

excited about 2016, when
they plan to grow bigger,
donate more and help to build
the community into a better
place to live and develop the
children into Great Citizens.

Thanks from the Seven Lakes Kiwanis Club

West End
Presbyterian Church

For more information, contact 673-4341
churchoffice@westendpres.church • www.westendpres.church

West End Presbyterian Church is located on Knox Lane
in West End, one block west of Highway 211

A Place of Grace
A Place of Love
Come Worship
Come Stay!

11:00 am Worship
Sunday School at 10:00 am • Nursery Available

Kris Adler-Brammer, Director of Christian Education

Chuck & Mary Bolton

BOLTON
BUILDERS
Designer and Builder of Award Winning

Homes for more than 25 Years!

INC.
Custom Homes & Remodeling

Let Us Build Something Special for You!
4317 Seven Lakes Plaza, West End, NC

910-673-3603 • 910-783-7021
www.boltonbuildersinc.com  •  boltonbldrs@boltonbuildersinc.com

Your
Turn

George Norman, President
Seven Lakes Kiwanis Experience the Coolest

Festival in the Sandhills for
sledding down amazing
snow covered ramps for fun
for the whole family on Sat-
urday, February 6, from 10
am to 2 pm. Sleds will be
provided for everyone.

Cost is $12 that includes
5 trips down the Snow cov-
ered ramps and select Win-
ter Carnival Games. Pop-

corn, pizza, soda and more
for sale and other conces-
sions provided.

For questions or to pur-
chase tickets in advance
call 910-315-6332 or email:
PincrestBandBooster@Gmail
.com

Wristbands available the
day of the event.

Sponsored by Pinecrest
Band Boosters.

Pinecrest Band Boosters
sponsor Winter Fest



When it comes to kids and
swimming pools, should the
objective be to protect, or to
punish?

There are many ways to
think about the Seven Lakes
Landowners Association
[SLLA] Board's well-inten-
tioned but ill-informed and
misguided drive to eliminate
lifeguard service at the North-
side swimming pool.

But comments by Board
members during the January
Open Meeting revealed a new
angle.

The Board is replacing its
responsibility to protect chil-
dren and adults who use the
pool with a determination to
punish them, should they
misbehave.

Rather than staffing the
pool with responsible life-
guards who could save the
life of someone who literally
gets in over their head, the
Board proposes to replace
those trained lifeguards with
ever watchful cameras. 

Yet the video feed from
those  cameras  w i l l  be
watched by no one; it will
simply be recorded for use
in future punishment or pros-
ecution. 

The cameras aren't intend-
ed to alert anyone to an emer-
gency, but rather to provide
evidence for disciplinary
action or even prosecution.

We're moving from "protect"
to "punish."

"What if the security system
isn't approved?" Director Bob
Racine asked. "We'll have to
have some type of supervi-
sion." 

So, in the Big Brother world
the SLLA Board would create,
rather than provide real time
admonishment from someone

also trained to save a life,
instead we will have a regime
in which complaints about
misbehavior result in a review
of the tape, followed by a
temporary suspension of pool
privileges.

Isn't that lovely? George
Orwell couldn't have made
this up.

Pool management = 
Phenomenal cost?

In other ironies, President
Chuck Leach remarked dur-
ing the same Open Meeting
that there exist pool man-
agement companies that will
provide lifeguards — pre-
sumably fully insured — to
save local management the
time and trouble of handling
that task on their own.

"I don't know the exact
cost," Leach said, "but I can
tell you from all indication
and the little bit of looking
into that we did, that is
another phenomenal cost,
because they are also going
to want to sell you the chem-
icals. Presently, we get a very
good price on our chemicals."

This statement came from
the President of an Associa-
tion that outsources its
administrative management,
its security services, and its
landscaping. 

The Board seems to believe
it saving money by outsourc-
ing those functions. One won-
ders why pool management
didn't warrant more than "a
little looking into it," partic-
ularly given that Interim Com-
munity Manager Jeff Allen,
who has managed many com-
munities with pools, has
never managed a community
where that function that was
handled in-house.

More study — and 
conversation — needed

A few members of the SLLA
Board of Directors have been
working on the idea of replac-
ing lifeguards with cameras
and a card entry system for

months now.
Naturally, they think they

have a pretty good handle
on the whole plan, and it's
natural that they get a bit
defensive when pushed on

it by Association
members.

Unfortu-
nately, the
d i r e c t o r s
involved in
this plan-
n ing  pro-
cess have
done all of
their work

behind closed doors. And
nothing exposes the holes in
your plan like a little sun-
shine. 

The Board needs to lay out
the whole plan, soup to nuts,
with costs, policies, and pro-
cedures, at its earliest oppor-
tunity. 

Then the Directors need to
sit back and watch the people
they represent tear it apart,
so that, together, they can
reach a compromise that
serves the entire communi-
ty.
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Northside pool: Protect or punish?

Digging
Deeper

       Greg Hankins, Editor

The Sandhills Hawks
Lacrosse League is currently
seeking boys enrolled in
grades K-8 to play during
the spring 2016 season.

The teams will compete
against lacrosse leagues in
the surrounding area. No
prior experience required. 

Sandhills Hawks Lacrosse

offers training by qualified
coaches, that develop knowl-
edge, skill, and teamwork.

The season will begin in
February with practice, and
will end in May. If parents
are interested in their child
participating the team, visit
www . sandh i l l shawk -
slacrosse.com website.

Register for Lacrosse
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Dear Friends:
September 19 and 20 was

this year’s Tour to Tangle-
wood, the bicycling event
whose main purpose is to
raise money to support those
with Multiple Sclerosis.

The benefits of the event
goes way past the main mis-
sion. For some it is a neat
cycling event that in itself
provides a great time for par-
ticipants. For others it’s as

meaningful as a personal
physical and mental chal-
lenge. Many from the event
get satisfaction for feeling
that they are doing something
that benefits others.

For me it is all of that and
much more. It is a great time
for my family. We get to have
a nice weekend together, get
to renew friendships and
often get to learn an impor-
tant lesson in life. The life

lesson with which I became
impressed was – the virtue
of trying.

Throughout my experience
at this event I have met many
people that have Multiple
Sclerosis. This character of
trying has been shown to me
with Multiple Sclerosis
patients. Now with my wife,
Mary, having become a per-
son with Multiple Sclerosis,
I see how important it is for

her to keep trying with her
life in all ways possible. Mary
continues to do all she can
for us as a family, for her
patients at the hospital and
those she works with.

Life is demanding enough
in a normal situation. When
faced with any challenge such
as Multiple Sclerosis or any
number of other challenges
that can be dealt to us in
life’s game of cards, those
that exceed in spite of that
challenge – try.

It makes me proud to have
tried the Tanglewood event.
I wanted to ‘Thank You’ the
whole community for helping
me in the effort by your own
trying represented in your
donations.

The money donated is all

used by the Multiple Sclerosis
Society in many ways. It
directly helps those with Mul-
tiple Sclerosis in needs, advo-
cacy, and education for their
families. The Multiple Scle-
rosis Society is the largest
contributor to Multiple Scle-
rosis research worldwide.
None of this would be possible
without your continued gen-
erosity.

This year was made even
more special to me through
everyone’s generosity – I was
fifth in fundraising among
all Tour to Tanglewood par-
ticipants.

Thank you to everyone for
helping to make this possi-
ble!

With deepest gratitude,
Dr. Pete McKay, D.D.S.

Thanks from Dr. Pete McKay

Because your soul
needs more than
chicken soup.

We know just how to warm 
the coldest winter days. With 
Lifestyle360 activities for a 
happier season, Five Star 
Dining, and a team devoted 
to your health and wellness, 
Fox Hollow is good for the soul.

Call us today for 
lunch & a tour. 

A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  •  M E M O R Y  C A R E  •  R E S P I T E / S H O R T-T E R M  S TAY SPet
Friendly

190 Fox Hollow Road • Pinehurst, NC 28374
910-695-0011
www.FoxHollowSeniorLiving.com
©2015 Five Star Quality Care, Inc.

ST. MARY MAGDALENE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Rev. Robert H. Brown, Vicar        The Rev. Carol J. Burgess, Deacon

The Episcopal Church Welcomes YOU!

Sunday Worship Schedule
Holy Communion - 9:30 am
Children’s Chapel - 9:45 am
Adult Christian Education - 10:45 am

Tuesday Mornings
Intercessory Prayer
& Healing Service - 11:00 am

More than 30 Years of Service to Christ Through People

1145 Seven Lakes Drive, Seven Lakes, NC
(910) 673-3838 • www.stmm.dionc.org

�	������������
www.sevenlakesdentist.com
We File Dental Insurance

NITROUS OXIDE AVAILABLE

��������
��������������������������
NEW PATIENTS

WELCOME!

Dear Friends of Seven Lakes
North, South, West, McLendon
Hills, and West End:

We live in a wonderful com-
munity with great people,
beautiful Lakes and two out-
standing golf courses.

One of our biggest draw-
backs are the abandoned
Stanley Factory and the con-
crete movie theater on NC
Hwy 211 in West End.

They have been vacant for
too many years despite efforts
to sell. We don’t know what
or who inhabits them, but
along with Health, Scenic,
Safety and Crime potential

– they are hazards.
Let’s brainstorm and band

together!
We need to contact our

elected civic leader, Nick
Picerno, (npicerno@embar-
qmail.com); the owner of the
Stanley Factory, JR Square
LLC, (P.O. Box 733, Pine-
hurst, NC 28370); and own-
ers of the theater building,
Fred and Carol Monroe (375
Azalea Rd., Southern Pines,
NC 28387) and ask them for

their help.
We need to remove these

abandoned buildings.
In the case of the Stanley

Factory, maybe replace it
with Long Leaf Pines for a
West End Park. Possibly the
bricks could be reused for
paths. We need action!

If anyone has better ideas,
let’s hear them.

Thank you.
Mary B. Hauck

Seven Lakes West

West End needs facelift

Dan Kidd
Master Certified,
Legends Award Winner,
Ford Customer Satisfaction Award Winner

PHILLIPS FORD
5292 Hwy. 15/501, PO Box 100, Carthage, NC 28327

Bus (910) 947-2244
Toll Free (800) 301-2659

Fax (910) 947-5792
dkidd.phillipsford@yahoo.com

Your 
7 Lakes 
Neighbor

Kiwanis Pancake
Breakfast

The Seven Lakes Kiwanis
will host their 33rd Pan-
cake-Sausage Breakfast
on Saturday, February 6
at West End Elementary
School cafeteria from 7
am to 11 am.

Tickets are available at
$8 each from any Kiwanis
member, the Seven Lakes
Prescription Shoppe, Qual-
ity Care Pharmacy, Lake-
side Barber Shop and
Sandhills Winery. They
will also be raffling off a
48” flat screen TV.

Tickets will be available
at the door the day of the
breakfast.

Proceeds from the annu-
al breakfast will be benefit
the West End Elementary
School library and several
local charities that support
the children of Moore
County.



“I hid from myself,” he said.
“[Then] I started talking with
Vietnam veterans and work-
ing with them.”

Nance met Kristek in 2005
and got “pulled into his little
web.” Shortly after Chapter
966 was born.

“Chapters are very impor-
tant in the community,”
Bergquist said.

One member contracted
ALS and was forced to be in
a wheelchair. Chapter 966
was able to raise enough
funds to build a ramp for
his home.

After partnering with the
Knights of Columbus at
Sacred Heart Church, Chap-
ter 966 raised $2,400 this
year for charities through
the “Veteran’s Angel Tree.”
During this fundraiser, angels
were taken off a tree and
checks were sent to the
Chapter to support veterans
and active military families
with financial needs.

The Chapter has provided
food cards and dining cer-
tificates at Thanksgiving and

Christmas to the Wounded
Warrior Transition Battalion,
Fort Bragg and to Veterans
in need.

They have sponsored quar-
terly Bingo for patients at
the VA Hospital in Fayet-
teville.

They support the Navy
Junior ROTC program at
Union Pines High School,
including the award of a $500
scholarship to a graduating
cadet.

The VVA provides funding
for Fisher House at Ft. Bragg
and support the local efforts
of Military Missions in Action.

They mainta in a  loca l
retired flag box and partici-
pated in “Retired Flag” cer-
emonies with local Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts.

There are more than twenty
VVA chapters in North Car-
olina alone, and the members
hope to start a new chapter
in Morganton in the near
future.

The Tenth Anniversary was
celebrated with a cake cutting
ceremony in which Rossie
Nance, Jack Bergquist, and

Joe Kristek participated in
cutting the cake.

Chapter 966 would like to
thank the community for
being supportive in their
fundraising events as they
continue to serve those who
have served their country. 

They urge the community
to continue to be involved
during such events as well
as attend national remem-
brances such as Veterans
Day (November 11), Memorial
Day (May 30), and POW/MIA
Day (third Friday in Septem-
ber). Memorial Day and
POW/MIA Day ceremonies
are held at the Veteran’s
Memorial in Carthage.

VVA Chapter 966 welcomes
new members join in their

“brotherhood” of Vietnam era
Veterans. Life membership
is offered at $100 per per-
son.

The next meeting will be
held on Wednesday, February
10.

For more information or if
interested in joining Vietnam
Veterans of America Chapter
966, contact Jack Bergquist
a t  j a ckvva@nc . r r . com
or Daniel Conrad at visions-
byconrad@gmail.com. 

VVA
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To SLLA Board of Directors:
The Northside swimming

pool lifeguard issue as report-
ed in The Times of December
25 raises serious questions
affecting all Seven Lakes
Landowners from a liability
aspect, regardless of their
use of the pool or not. 

We would like to hear more
detailed input from CAS and

f rom those  who  have
researched the problem, as
outlined below.
•  How many of the 55 CAS

managed communities that
have swimming pools are
similar to Seven Lakes
Landowners Association in
size and character?

• Similarity of the five having
lifeguards to Seven Lakes

Landowners Association?
• Comparison of insurance

and operating issues at
some of the 50 CAS com-
munities having no life-
guards with the five which
do.

•  Employment of responsible
lifeguards is a management
responsibility. Repeated
tardiness and no-shows

should not be tolerated.
•  If lifeguards are distracted

by their cell phones, should
not theirs be prohibited
from the poolside area.

•  Suggestion to eliminate life-
guards could enable expan-
sion of pool operation to
from May 1 to September
30. Would this be desir-
able? Advisable? Effect on

school children? Parents?
Insurance and liability?
In sum, we urge the Board

to delay a decision on the
lifeguard issue until the Feb-
ruary 11 Open Meeting, when
the questions raised have
hopefully been answered.

Hal and Marge Blake
Seven Lakes South

More information needed on lifeguards
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673-1180
114 Edgewater Drive, Seven Lakes North

Feeling Good is
the Fun of It!

Locally Owned & Operated!

OOuurr MMuullttii--SSeennssoorryy PPhhoonniiccss CCrreeaatteess AAcccceelleerraatteedd RReeaaddiinngg!!
EEvveenn aatt AAggee 22 KKiiddss LLoovvee EEaassyy KKiinneesstthheettiicc MMoovveess ttoo SSoouunnddss!!
KKiiddss AAggee 33--44 DDiissccoovveerr FFuunn WWoorrdd BBuuiillddiinngg && EEaarrllyy RReeaaddiinngg!!

AAllssoo BBiibbllee TTiimmee,, HHaannddwwrriittiinngg,, MMaatthh,, CCrraaffttss,, SSppaanniisshh,, SScciieennccee,, GGeeooggrraapphhyy,, && MMoorree!!

PLUS! — BRAIN GYM Exercises in Educational Kinesiology 

673-6789 •  44113399 HHwwyy 221111,, SSeevveenn LLaakkeess//WWeesstt EEnndd ((22 DDoooorrss ffrroomm MMccDDoonnaalldd’’ss))

BBrriigghhtt MMeeaaddooww CChhrriissttiiaann PPrreesscchhooooll
Fall Registration!  Age 2-5 Mon-Fri, 7:45–11:45 am (Full/PartTime) 

Kool Kids After School Care
& Summer Camp

Celebrating 12 Years Serving Seven Lakes Families!

(Continued from page 11)
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vests, and a $3,000 radar
unit at no cost to the Vil-
lage.

Koos noted that the Village's
K9 officer was recently seri-
ously injured. Rehabilitation
costs would have been sig-
nificant, but Shue took on
the rehabilitation task.

"We have these dedicated
officers so that we are able
to keep public safety at a
high standards and also keep
it within budget," Koos said.

Water Department
Councilman Sedlak report-

ed that the Village used
500,000 gallons less water
in 2015 than in 2014.

The Water Department has
been working through the
process prescribed by the
state to ensure that there is
no lead contamination in the

Village water supply. All tests
have so far come back neg-
ative.

Additional testing was
required when the routine
testing of two older homes
with copper pipes revealed
elevated lead levels. However,
Sedlak explained, those
homes had been sitting
vacant for some time, and
should not have been can-
didates for testing.

When water sits in copper
pipes for a long period of
time, lead from the solder
used to secure the joints can
leach into the water in the
pipes, producing an erro-
neously high lead reading.

No lead has been found
elsewhere in the system.

Streets
Councilman Boito said he

had met with the local rep-

resentative of the NC Depart-
ment of Transportation, who
said the state agency would
try to provide additional sig-
nage and, possibly, some fill,
to improve safety around a
large hole that has opened
up just off the road surface
at the intersection of Tie Road
and Foxfire Road.

A large pothole on Sunset
will be patched as soon as
the contractor accumulates
enough similar small jobs to
add it to his schedule.

Boito said he is working
on filling some washed out
areas on the trails at Village
Green Park.

Mayor's report.
Mayor McCue said the

Council's January 28 Work

Session would include dis-
cussions of the Village-owned
acreage on Woodland Circle,
a proposal on managing the
Village's fund balance, the

FY2015 finance audit, prepa-
ration of the FY 2017 budget,
and issues raised in the
Council's November 2015
planning retreat.

You’re Invited!
“We invite you to come take a tour
of our facility, talk with our staff,
and discover for yourself the care

that sets us apart.”

The right place . . . at the right time.
Please call Donna Hearne at 910-974-4162 or dhearne@sandyridgeliving.com

to schedule a visit, and experience the care that Sandy Ridge provides.

Only Ten Minutes from Seven Lakes!

Tranquility, Care, and a
Dedicated Professional Staff

326 Bowman Road, Candor, North Carolina  •  910-974-4162
www.sandyridgeliving.com

Sandy Ridge
Memory Care & Assisted Living

www.drgrif4ies.com
Schedule your visit today!
• Complimentary consultation• Dr. Grif4ies experience and care• Convenient and fun of4ice visits• Professional and caring staff• Affordable payment plans• Beautiful Smile!

Straighten-Up OrthodonticsRaeford, NC • 910.878.5796 Seven Lakes OrthodonticsWest End, NC • 910.673.0820

Experience superior 
orthodontic treatment 

that will keep you smiling.

Your Smile is 
our Excellence!

Foxfire
(Continued from page 3)

be used by an appointed Pas-
tor Nominating Committee
in their work to call a pastor. 

West End Presbyterian
Church is glad that Rev.
Jane Love answered the call
to serve as the Interim Pastor
as she carries out pastoral
duties and guides the church

through the process of issu-
ing a call to the person who
will lead the church in the
future.

Love
(Continued from page 10)

Seven Lakes Chapel in
the Pines has medical equip-
ment available to loan to
the residents of the com-
munity.

There is no charge to bor-
row the items for a period
of time while recuperating. 

The Chapel’s equipment

loan list includes – wheel-
chairs, walkers, canes,
crutches, shower and toilet
chairs and more.

Please call Reverend Fran
Stark at 673-5493 to see
the items that are available
or make arrangements for
pick-up.

Chapel makes Medical
Equipment available

Give the gift of life!
Visit 

redcrossblood.org
to learn how and
where to donate.

Advertise in The Times
910-673-0111
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a number of transfer students
to Southern Pines to take
advantage of the year-round
option — found that two-
thirds preferred the traditional
calendar. Support for year-
round was strongest at
Southern Pines Elementary,
where just over half preferred
that calendar.

School Board members had
already reviewed the data
and discussed the options
during the December 9 Work
Session; the final vote on
December 16 seemed like a
foregone conclusion.

Board Member Libby Carter
asked whether the district
had enough students inter-
ested in the year-round cal-
endar to fill a school.

Interim Curriculum Direc-
tor Dr. Ed Pruden replied
that there were in fact enough
students to create a year-
round-only magnet. However,
he said, that comes with its
own problems.

For example, if Southern
Pines Primary and Elemen-
tary were converted to year-
round magnet schools, the
district would have to decide
how to deal with students
in the Southern Pines atten-
dance district who prefer a
traditional calendar.

"The issues with doing
that," Pruden said, "would
include displacing the fifty-
three percent who prefer the
traditional schedule at the
school, finding places at all
the nearby e lementary
schools for all the displaced
students, and transporting
them at district expense,
since we have displaced them

against their preference."
"So it was deemed not

worth the additional expense
and disruption to several
school communities."

Too much support to 
end year-round option?

Laura Lang was the only
member of the Board to vote
against Vice Chairman Ed
Dennison's motion to offer
only the traditional calendar
at all schools.

"I think, given that we are
talking about fifty percent of
our staff and forty percent
of all parents," Lang said,
"that I don't think we gath-
ered enough information on
how we might have a year-
round track continue in our
district, other than in dual
enrollment."

Once you do away with
year-round, Lang said, it will
be difficult to ever bring it
back. 

"I hate to see us go ahead
and eliminate it now before
we have done enough home-
work to see how we might
keep year-round going in our
district. I think the numbers
are still too strong for people
who want the program for
us to eliminate it."

Lang said she thought more
information could have been
gleaned from the surveys of
families and staff if additional
questions had been asked
in the surveys.

Board Member Stacey Cald-
well said the decision "has
weighed heavily on my heart." 

She said she would prefer
that the district continue to
offer both calendars, "but
that is not financially feasi-

ble."
Helena Wallin-Miller, who

has two children enrolled in
year-round school, said she
was alerted by news reports
two years ago that the pro-
gram might be in jeopardy.
That lead her to research the
MCS budget, meet with the
finance office and with state
legislators, and help organize
Parents for Moore to advocate
for additional school fund-
ing.

"I do not, as a parent, want
this choice to go away," she
said. "But as a Board mem-
ber, I need to think about
the entire community and
all the families in all twen-
ty-three schools. I need to
think about equity. Are we
doing the same things in this
part of the County, in the
southern part, that we are
doing in the northern part
and the central part?"

Wallin-Miller said she could
not ignore the chance to save
$400,000 in operational
costs.

"This is just one proposed
cut of two, tonight," she said.
"And there will probably be
more, based on what is com-
ing. Our fund balance is now
very low, and this should be
of grave concern to us all."

Chairman Bruce Cunning-
ham said some research he
had undertaken revealed
that, of 2300 elementary
schools in the state, only 104
have a year-round calendar,
and only four — all in Moore
County — operate two sep-

Schools

Join us Sundays at 10:15 am

Contemporary Worship and Service
Nursery and Children’s Ministry

at Seven Lakes Plaza

www.gracechurchsp.org • 910-639-5617

910-673-7300

910-673-2200

Every Life Deserves
a Proper Goodbye

(Continued from front page)

(See “Schools,” p. 29)

OIL CHANGE BRAKES TIRES AC REPAIRS

WINDOW MOTORS WHEEL ALIGNMENT EMISSIONS TESTING

TRANSMISSION SERVICE BATTERIES/ALTERNATORS/STARTERS

Platinum Member of the Seven Lakes - West End Area Business Guild

Phil & Kathy Cook, Owners
Mike Deegan, Service Advisor

144 MacDougall Street • Seven Lakes, NC
673-2277

The way math is taught
now is not the way math
was taught twenty years
ago — so it can be a struggle
for parents to help their
elementary school students
with homework.

West End Elementary
hopes to help with a couple
of Math Nights.

The goal is to provide par-
ents with tools they can
use to help their students
at home.

On Tuesday, February 2,
parents of K-2 students are

invited to attend a Math
Night at the school; for
Grades 2-5, the date is
Thursday, February 4. 

The hour long math ses-
sions begin at 6:00 pm, but
come at 5:30 pm and snag
a hot dog before class
begins.

You  can  a l so  f i nd
resources on the Moore
County Schools website in
the Math section of the Cur-
riculum and Instructional
Support Department at
www.ncmcs.org/Page/7127

New math for parents
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arate calendars in a single
school.

After the seven-to-one vote
to approve Dennison's mo-
tion, the Board voted unan-
imously to approve a one-
time waiver to the transfer
policy, aimed at smoothing
the transition for families
currently  enrolled in the
year-round program.

Students who have trans-
ferred from their home school
to another school in order
to enroll in year-round school
will be able to remain at the
transfer school through the
remainder of their elementary
school career.

The move to traditional cal-
endar only will take effect at
the beginning of the 2016-
2017 school year.

The Board also gave final
approval to the school cal-
endar for 2016-2017, posi-
tioning Spring Break after
Easter and making Election
Day a teacher work day.

Central Office 
reorganization

In a second move to cut
costs during their Monday,
January 11 regular meeting,
the School Board approved
reorganization of the Central
Office staff recommended by
Superintendent Dr. Bob
Grimesey.

The new organizational
chart removes the currently
vacant Deputy Superintend-
ent position and collapses
three Associate Superintend-
ent positions into two.

Those two administrators,
the Chief Officer and Exec-
utive Officer for Academic
and Student Services will
oversee everything from cur-
riculum to technology, federal
programs to school nurses. 

Board  Member  Lang
expressed concern that the
reshuffle might result in some
members of the Central Office
team receiving salary increas-
es, even though those have
been nearly non-existent for
school-level employees.

Because the district cur-
rent ly  has two inter im
appointments in the associate
superintendent positions,
Grimesey said, no one will
lose their job because of the
reorganization.

Board  Member  Pam
Thompson said she believes
the  reorganization "comes
at a great time."

"I believe there is still mind-
set with some of our teaching
staff and the community that
we are top-heavy here in the
Central Office," Thompson
said. "I believe our employees
and our community will
appreciate the fact that we
are looking at every oppor-
tunity to save money and to
be frugal with our dollars."

New math
Math instruction isn't want

it used to be, with collabo-
ration and problem-solving
replacing individual memo-
rization. The Board heard a

presentation from Michelle
Gray, Specialist for PreK-12
Mathematics, Becky Oldham,
Lead Math Coach, and Dr.
Katherine Warwick, a teacher
at Sandhills Farm Life Ele-
mentary School, that aimed
to bring them up to speed
on how math instruction has
changed.

Research-based changes
in the way math is taught
has students working togeth-
er, sharing the various strate-
gies that they have used to
solve problems. The result
is students who are better
prepared for college and the
workplace, because busi-
nesses are looking for people
who can think creatively and
work collaboratively.

"Mathematically proficient"
no longer means being able
to memorize formulas, but
instead being able to under-
stand the problem.

Adjusting to this new
approach to math can be a
challenge, so elementary
schools have begun hosting
"Math Nights," where parents
can get a taste of what their
children are learning and
learn how to help their chil-
dren with homework.

West End Elementary
School will host a Math Night
for Grades K-2 parents on
Tuesday, February 2 and for
Grade 3-5 parents on Feb-
ruary 4. Both sessions begin
at 6:00 pm.

Resolution approved
Board members unani-

mously supported a resolu-
tion urging the Department
of the Army to restore funding
for the "Army Youth Program
in Your Neighborhood," a
program that provides after
school support for children
of military families who live
off-base. 

The program has provided
$150,000 annually to support
more than 2,400 students
at six schools: Crain's Creek,
New Century, Southern, and
West Pine Middle Schools,
as well as Pinecrest and
Union Pines High Schools. 

Schools
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LOST
PET

LOST CAT - All black, answers
to “Putterboy.” Last seen in the
Pinnacles in Seven Lakes West.
Call Ray Moore 910-673-1247.

HELP
WANTED

FULL TIME EQUESTRIAN STA-
BLE HAND POSITION – Posi-
tion Description: General Barn
Tasks, including Assisting Barn
Manager in various tasks, includ-
ing, but not limited to: Horse
Care, Maintain Barn & Pasture,
Supervision of Part Time Stable
Hands, and Provide Customer
Service with Equestrian Boarders
and Public. Qualifications need-
ed: Available 40 Hrs per week-
including some Weekends, Have
Transportation, Reliability, Expe-
rience with Farm Equipment,
and physically able to perform
Heavy Labor. Excellent Horse
and people skills are a must.
Salary based on experience.
Applications are available at
McLendon Hills Sales Office or
Equestrian Center- 275 McLen-
don Hills Drive, West End, NC
27376. For Additional Information:
samsouthard@mclendonhills.co
m or call (910) 673-4951.

ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTIBLES

MEDLEYANNA’S – of West
End. Antiques and Vintage col-
lectibles. Will buy, sell or trade.
Estate Buy Outs. Offering Annie
Sloan Chalk Paints & Miss Mus-
tard Seed Milk Paint. Painting
classes. 910-673-JUNK (5865)
or 947-3759, Harriet or Jerry.

TRANSITIONS DOWNSIZING
& ESTATE LIQUIDATION – We
are a Professional, Efficient, &
Trustworthy Team that will work
to find the most value for your
possessions through research,
accessing on-line auctions, and
beautifully staged estate sales.
We specialize in 19th Century
and Modern Art, Antiques, Mid-
Century Furniture and American
Vintage, 910-603-2739.

FOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS

HEADSTONES – Granite, Mar-
ble and Bronze. Pet Markers,
benches, and more. Eastwood
Florist & Monuments, 910-673-
2251.                                    tfn

THE CHAPEL IN THE PINES –
has Seven Lakes Cemetery
plots and columbarium niches
available. Contact Bob Tourt at
673-8156 for information.

FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE/LAND/LOTS

1/2 ACRE WOODED LOT
#5340 – 7 West Lakes Subdi-
vision. Amenities include golf,
marina, pool. 2 blocks from lake,
asking $26,000. Call 919-455-
8617.                                   3/18

LAKE AUMAN WATERFRONT
LOT – 156 Swaringen Dr, Lot
#3047. New Price $209,900
**Price Reduced $65,100**
Expansive water views, compare
to other lots with similar views
and great topo. Owner financing.
Tammy Lyne, Keller Williams
Realty www.TammyLyne.com
910-235-0208.

7 LAKES WEST LOTS – #5588
Longleaf Dr. $8,500. #3179
Owens Circle, $99,900. Water
front lot no view, boat access.
Both lots have been evaluated
by the county for 3BR homes.
Call 910-690-3664.              tfn

SEVEN LAKES WEST – 3 lots,
2 waterfont, 1 waterview. 3048,
3049, & 4032, 910-690-7188.
                                           3/18

7 LAKES WEST LOT 5478 –
County approved for septic,
$9,000, call 910- 695-6500.

FSBO 190 MORGAN RIDGE –
Prime homesite, 5.5 acres,
$92.500; Call 910-235-0597. 
                                            1/8

FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE/LAND/LOTS

PR IME  LAKEV IEW LOT
#4323 – at desirable 126
Andrews Drive. Anxious to sell.
$19,999 negotiable. Call Vince
@516-361-2207 or email @vala-
porta55@gmail.com           6/24

FOR RENT
REAL ESTATE

SEVEN LAKES NORTH –
3BR/2B. Great Room & double
Garage. Screened Back Porch,
Large deck. 295 Firetree. Call
910-673-0756 for appt.        2/5

FOXFIRE VILLAGE – Furnished
room near golf course, king bed,
W/D. Private bath & deck. Free
internet & utilities. Share kitchen,
$600/mo. Background check
required, 919-214-0948.     1/22

FOR RENT
REAL ESTATE

OFFICES FOR RENT – the
Executive Center. (1) office
$200/month w/outside entrance.
(1) office w/Interior and outside
entrance, $250. Call 910-673-
1553.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT –
980 Seven Lakes Drive, Two
offices 650 sq. ft. Starting at
$685/month utilities included.
Also one 725 sq.ft. $700/ month.
Call for showing, 910-690-3664.

FOR RENT
STORAGE

BUILDINGS/SPACE

HILLCREST MINI WARE-
HOUSE, LLC— Affordable stor-
age in Seven Lakes. Units are
located at 351 Grant Street,
across from K.R. Mace Electric.
Unit sizes – 10x10, 10x20. Units
have lighting. Call for rental
information. Urgent calls may
be directed to 910-690-6491.tfn

FOR RENT
STORAGE

BUILDINGS/SPACE

SEVEN LAKES U-STORE – All
sizes available. Behind Exxon
in Seven Lakes. 910-673-2828.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

AVAILABLE COMPANION
HOME HEALTH AIDE – 7 Lakes
N. resident. Excellent references.
Rae Combs 910-400-5326.  2/5

POWER WASHING – Painting,
Window Cleaning, Deck Sealing.
Call 910-751-8060.         4/15/16

NEED  YOUR  HOUSE
CLEANED? – free estimate.
Everyone can use a little help
with house work. Kathy Beach
910-220-5091 or 910-975-0934.
If no answer, leave message.

Advertise in The Times

Advertise in The Times
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Lightning is beautiful  domestic
short hair kitty cat that is very
funny to play with. She has a
very alert personality and curi-
ous way about her. For all of
her frisky qualities she can
also take a cat nap with the
best of them!

(910) 947-2858
Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 4:45 pm

Sat 8:00 am - 3:45 pm
5235 Hwy 15/501

(Just South of Carthage)

Need a
Friend?

Construction Services, Inc.

Need your roof replaced?
Call your local neighborhood contractor for a free estimate

910-673-6383
Let us help you with:

� New Construction  � Additions  � Remodeling  �
� Sunrooms  � Decks �Window Replacement  � and more!

Quality work at a fair price!

�� Licensed and Fully Insured                �� Call Us Today!

Beautiful Longleaf Straw

Doug Williams 910-673-2810
PO Box 774, West End NC 27376 qualitypineneedles@gmail.com

Producers of Quality Pine Straw
in Moore County, NC Since 1989

Lot Clearing & Understory Management
Call for Pricing
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PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES –
serving Seven Lakes, Foxfire,
and Pinehurst w/lawn mainte-
nance & more for residential
and commercial customers. Year
round service. Mowing, weed
eating, picking up debris, blowing.
Shrub pruning, limb & tree
removal and hauling away. Seed-
ing/sod lawns. Leaf & straw
removal. Haul and spread pine
straw, bark, soil, gravel and
mulch. Aerate, de–thatch, and
edge lawns. Weeding of flower
beds, planting shrubs. Re–sur-
face gravel driveways. Blow
roofs and clean gutters. Pressure
washing homes, decks, concrete
walks, driveways, & boats. Install
driveway curbing and sprinkler
systems. Garden tilling. Other
odd jobs around the house?
You need it done! We will do
it! Call John mobile telephone
910-690-6491.                        

J&L HOME SERVICES — “A
H a n d y  M a n  a n d  M o r e . ”
Interior/Exterior Home Mainte-
nance & Repairs. Call today for
Free estimates.Your Seven
Lakes Neighbor. Call 673-3927.

GERITA'S CLEANING SERV-
ICE – Let me do your dirty work.
15 years experience. References
available. 910-639-9473.     2/5

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

BIG STAN LANDSCAPING –
No job too big or too small. Leaf
removal, grass cutting, gutter
cleaning, pine cone pickup,
hedge trimming anything you
want, we can do. Call Scottie
Stanback 910-571-4259.    2/28

LAWN AND HOME CARE
SERVICES AVAILABLE – by
semi-retired professional. Cour-
teous, insured and on-time serv-
ice. Call John 910-639-9923.

AFFORDABLE PRESSURE
WASHING – window cleaning,
painting, gutter cleaning. In busi-
ness in Moore Co for 20 years.
Free estimates/Insured/Refer-
ences Provided. Call Brian Leake
at 910-585-8174 or email at bri-
anleake06@gmail.com

GENESIS HOME SERVICES
& REMODELING – We do it
all, we do it right at a fair price!
Over 30 years of professional
experience, serving the Sandhills
since 1996. Extensive local ref-
erences available. Call 910-673-
4257 to schedule an appointment
or for a free estimate.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

AFFORDABLE INTERIOR
PAINTING – at reduced winter-
time rates. References provided.
Free estimates. 910-585-8174.

TREE SERVICE — ALLEN &
SON TREE SERVICE. Topping,
trimming, complete removal,
clean-up, insured, 24 hour serv-
ice. Free estimates, senior citizen
discounts. Call James M. Allen
at 910-974-7629 (Home) or 910-
572-6818 (Cell).

SEVEN LAKES HOME AND
LAWN – Contact Ed at 638-
2387, sevenlakeshl@yahoo.com

LOCAL RESIDENT: I buy used
cars and trucks. Call before you
trade. Call Kirk 910-690-9299.
                                             

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

DIRTY DEEDS DONE DIRT
CHEAP! – $19/month. 96 gallon
roll-out container provided for
weekly pickup. Fully insured.
Locally owned & operated. Pro-
fessional Service. 100% Service
Guarantee. Carolina Waste
Services. 910-673-4285 (HAUL).

BUYING GOLD & SILVER
SERVICE

BUYING GOLD & SILVER
COINS – Sterling Silver Flatware.
Old Broken Gold Cash Pay-
ments! Call 910-944-0808.

BOATS FOR
SALE

NEW & USED PONTOONS
AND SKI BOATS – Call Seven
Lakes Marine. 673-1440.

BOATS FOR
SALE

TURN YOUR USED BOAT
INTO CASH — People are look-
ing to purchase good condition
used    boats. Let us connect you
to the prospective buyers. Call
Jeff at 910-673-1440.

BOATS
NEEDED

DONATE YOUR BOAT TO THE
NONPROFIT MATTAMUSKEET
FOUNDATION – Tax deduction
for market value. Support the
organization’s educational mis-
sion. Contact Lewis Forrest,
252-341-7882.

CLASSIFIEDS Seven Lakes Times
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5071 US Hwy#1, Vass, North Carolina 28394

Offering affordable spay
and neuter services

for those in need

Spay Neuter Veterinary
Clinic of the Sandhills

Call 910-692-FIXX (3499) for an appointment

Anakin is a young, fun loving
Pit bull type dog that has
been making a big impres-
sion on everyone he meets.
He loves to get outside to
stretch his legs and play
games. He would be a won-
derful best friend and loving
family member.

(910) 947-2858
Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 4:45 pm

Sat 8:00 am - 3:45 pm
5235 Hwy 15/501

(Just South of Carthage)

Need a
Friend?

Specializing in Vinyl . . .
Siding • Shakes • Windows • Railings • Trim

Mike’s
Tire and Auto Center
We Do Timing Belts, All Suspensions, A/C Service,

Brakes, Drivability Problems, Four-Wheel Alignments,
Oil Changes, Transmission Flush, Radiator Flush

We Have the Best Prices on Tires!

––– 673-3788 –––
Michael & Teresa Salyer 299 Grant Street

Owners Seven Lakes, NC 27376

Pick Up and Delivery Available
in the Seven Lakes Area!
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Seven Lakes South       $129,000
Affordable townhome provides carefree living!

2 BR / 2 BA
120 Sandham Court

Seven Lakes West         $239,000
All brick home in beautiful setting.

3 BR / 2 BA
395 Longleaf Drive

Foxfire                          $67,500
Bright and open golf getaway

1 BR / 2 BA
17 Foxfire Blvd # 315

Carthage                      $96,500
Great Starter or investment home on one acre!

2 BR / 1 BA                              
192 Barber Road

Foxfire                          $329,000
Unique golf front home w/lots of light!

5 BR / 3 BA
19 Ridge Road

MMaarrtthhaa GGeennttrryy’’ss HHoommee SSeelllliinngg TTeeaamm
MMOOREOORE CCOUNTYOUNTY’’SS MMOSTOST TTRUSTEDRUSTED

RREALEAL EESTATESTATE TTEAMEAM!!

Seven Lakes West         $425,000
Open floor plan with lake front living!

3 BR / 2 BA
159 James Drive

Foxfire                                $84,500
Light & bright with charming open floor plan

2 BR / 2 BA
425 FoxCroft Circle

Seven Lakes North           $239,000
Fabulous contemporary with panoramic lake views!

4 BR / 2 BA
101 Edgewater Drive

#1 IN THE SEVEN LAKES MARKET FOR OVER A DECADE!

Seven Lakes North        $239,000
Stunning brick with Large Carolina Room!

3BR / 2 BA
104 Scarlet Oak Drive

Seven Lakes West         $319,000
Immaculate custom brick with lake views!

3 BR / 2.5 BA
112 Lawrence Overlook

Seven Lakes West         $381,800
Immaculate with bonus rm and water views!

4 BR / 3.5 BA
150 Morris Drive

Foxfire                         $249,000
Unique must see golf front home!

2 BR / 3 BA
4 Burning Tree Place

Carthage                       $208,000
Great ranch w/walk out lower in heart of Carthage.

4 BR / 3 BA                  
308 Seawell Place

Foxfire                         $142,900
Newer Roof & HVAC in all brick home.

2 BR / 2.5 BA
91 Richmond Road

Thinking of Building?
Fabulous Building Lots Available

in the Seven Lakes Area!

Seven Lakes West           $265,000
Open floor plan has hardwoods & golf view!

4 BR / 3 BA
244 Longleaf Drive

Seven Lakes West         $218,000
Recently renovated w/expansive lake views!

3 BR / 3 BA
106 Sunrise Point

Outstanding Homesites
138 Wertz  Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20,000
139 Devonshire Ave E.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,000
236 Finch Gate Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,000
393 Longleaf Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$23,900
114 Vanore Road  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25,000
148 Otter Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$26,000
105 Slate Court  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27,000
104 Smathers Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30,000
105 Yearington Court  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30,000
5583R Longleaf Drive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35,000
108 Fox Den Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$38,000
110 Fox Den Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$38,000
121 Smathers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$38,500
119 Clay Circle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$39,500
239 Longleaf Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$40,000
6 Eagle Drive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$45,000
106 Owens Circle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$45,000
135 Swaringen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$45,000
137 Swaringen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$45,000
5449R Fawnwood Drive . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$49,700
224 Longleaf Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$54,500
239 Morgan Trail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$99,000
Grand Pines Vista Lot 36A . . . . . . . . . . $137,500
126 Simmons Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$180,000
128 Simmons Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$180,000
125 Wertz Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$225,000
105 Thomas Point . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$227,900
126 Swaringen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$275,000
128 Swaringen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$295,000
630 McLendon Hills  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$335,000

Seven Lakes West         $575,000
Lovely custom brick home on Lake Auman.

4 BR / 3.5 BA 
148 Simmons Drive

Foxfire                          $295,000
Gorgeous new construction, great location

4 BR / 3 BA
8 South Shamrock Drive
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CALL 910.295.7100 OR 800.214.9007 • WWW.MARTHAGENTRY.COM
RE/MAX Prime Properties • 5 Chinquapin Rd • Pinehurst, NC 28374 • 910-295-2535 • Martha@MarthaGentry.com

Each Office independently Owned and Operated


